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THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 

As anew report is expected on the 
city’s social and environmental 
progress, a local economist explains 
why growth isn't always best. 
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SLOW LIFE ECONOMICS - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | 248 wos 


&G WE ALWAYS HEAR THE SAME OLD LINE ABOUT 
GETTING BACK TO GROWTH. THAT’S LIKE SAYING 
*‘LET’S GET BACK TO CANCER.’ 





Heroes, Villains, And The Pursuit Of Happiness 





On your commute home tonight, 
imagine you pass a multiple-car ac- 
cident. A distracted driver, eating 
a fast food burger, chain-smoking, 
and yelling into his cellphone at the 
lawyer handling his divorce, misses a 
red light and a huge accident occurs. 

Under the current economic sys- 
tem, he’sa hero. All his socially coun- 
terproductive actions — the smoking, 
the divorce, the gas-guzzling car — 
result in monetary transactions and 
growth. 

That's the scenario €dmonton 
economist Mark Anielski uses to ex- 
plain just how ineffective our current 
methods of measuring societal well- 
being really are. The author of The 
Economics of Happiness has been 
working on different ways of mea- 
suring overall societal health since 
the 1990s. 

The main method currently used 
to measure growth, Gross Domestic 
Product or GDP, includes all kinds 
of destructive behaviour and events 
as a part of growth. “We always hear 
the same old line about getting back 
to growth,” Anielski says. “That's 
like saying ‘Let's get back to cancer.’ 
If we have an economy of well-being, 
it doesn't have to have the same level 
of production and consumption.” 

People who don't generate a lot of 
monetary transactions, meanwhile, 
don't contribute to growth, and so 
their actions are considered nega- 
tive in a GDP model. “I'm a villain,” 
Anielski says. “I could be making a 
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lot more money. | could have an of- 
fice that I rent for a $1,000 a month, 
but I don’t need to. I ride my bike in- 
stead of owning a second car. All my 
choices are going against the growth 
model.” 

Beyond these individual actions, 
governments are also starting to 
question how economic well-being 
is measured. And with Anielski’s 
help, the City of Edmonton is tak- 
ing a step towards a new kind of 
comprehensive balance sheet, one 
that would include Genuine Progress 
Indicators, or GPI, which measures 
quality of life and happiness as op- 
posed to just growth. By the end of 
the year, SEE Magazine has learned, 
the city will release a report track- 
ing these indicators from 1981 to the 
present. 

The report will essentially look 
at whether the quality of life in the 
city has improved, says David Faber, 
executive director of Strategic Man- 
agement with the city 

“Wealth is more than the money in 
your pocket,” he says. “Do you feel 
safe? Do you have access to trans- 
portation? Access to parks? Do you 
have leisure time?” 

The report's findings include both 
positive and negative signs. There's 
an improved trade balance, with ex- 
ports exceeding imports — a 45.5 per 
cent improvement over 1981. On the 
other hand, transportation costs per 
capita are up 167.8 per cent. As for 
social well-being, educational attain- 
ment was up 38 per cent since 1981, 
but reported family disputes also 
went up 127.5 per cent. And under 
the environment heading, the quality 
of water in the North Saskatchewan 
River went up 77.2 per cent, but 
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greenhouse gas emissions are also 
up 13 per cent 


Intangible Goals, 

And Practical Decisions 
Bringing this kind of data to city 
council is the critical part of Aniel- 
ski's work. “I can tell council that the 
average commuting time is going up 
30 seconds every year, regardless of 
what they do,” he says. “You put up 
a multimillion-dollar overpass like 
23rd Avenue, or another lane on 
Groat Road, and it begs the question 
— what was the expected return on 
well-being for the tax dollar?” 

Coun. Karen Leibovici has been 
calling for a more comprehensive 
bottom line for years, Although she 
hasn't seen the new report yet, she's 
looking forward to the additional in- 
formation from administration that 
will provide a broader base on which 
council can make decisions, 

“Dollars and cents are immediate,” 
she says. “But when we are project 
ing 10 or 20 years down the road and 
looking at the impacts of our deci- 
sions, that's when other things like 
the environmental and social factors 
come into play.” 

The new indicators should help 
bring long-term goals and the city 
vision (such as increased use of sus- 
tainable transportation or environ- 
mental preservation) into council 
chambers in a more practical and 
concrete way, Leibovici says. It will 
also help the city track the progress 
it's making towards these goals. 

Coun, Kim Krushell also welcomes 
the additional information, but she 
cautions that the GPis are not a 
science, that council decisions are 
complex, and these indicators will be 
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taken in context with a lot of other 
information. She points out, for in 
stance, that the 23rd Avenue inter 
change wasn't all about commuting 
times, but rather the liability issues 
for the city. “Quality of life indica- 
tors are not the be-all and end-all,” 
she says. “They are just another tool 
that can be applied to help politi 
Gans or corporations make better 
decisions.” 

While Anielski agrees that GPls are 
only part of the equation, he says it’s 
crucial for governments to at least 
begin asking these kinds of quality of 
life questions, He cites the example 
of local farmers looking to preserve 
agricultural Jands in the northeast as 
an example 

“The truth is, we run this enter- 
prise called the city without a balance 
sheet,” he says, “There's no balance 
sheet, so you can't tell me how much 
agricultural land there is in the city 
boundaries, because they don’t have 
that data. How can you have a con 
versation about food security when 
you don’t even know what your as- 
sets are?” 


Big Questions For Alberta 
€dmonton is not the only govern- 
ment trying to get a better handle on 
quality of life. Anielski is also work- 
ing on the province's land-use frame- 
work, which will look at the regional 
environmental and social repercus- 
sions of development, “You read the 
stuff in the newspapers,” he says, 
“and you think we're just dinosaurs, 
but we are doing some leading-edge 
stuff.” 

In fact, as far back as 1992 under 
then-premier Ralph Klein, Alberta 
was looking at ways of measuring 
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outcomes for tax dollars, and An- 
ielski did a GPI report for Alberta 
Unfortunately, Klein didn't do much 
to respond to the report, Anielski 
writes in The Economics of Happi- 
ness, other than to say that its writ- 
ers were entitled to their own view of 
progress, The Pembina Institute also 
did a GPI study for Alberta's 2005 
centennial, which showed GDP gain- 
ing while GPI decreased. 

Anielski poses the province a mor- 
al challenge: if the overall happiness 
of the province is indeed optimized 
at a certain GDP level, and Alberta 
is making three or four times that 
amount, could Alberta accept a lower 
level of economic growth? The prov- 
ince needs to have that conversa- 
tion, he says. How much oil can be 
extracted without compromising the 
Athabasca ecological system? Or are 
Albertans willing to sacrifice the re- 
gion's happiness for more oil? 

He's not prescribing any one course 
of action, he says; he just wants to 
challenge conventional thinking 
about the intrinsic benefits of eco- 
nomic growth. And he's certainly 
not trying to tell anyone to get rid 
of their cars, stop smoking, or spend 
more time with their families. 

“We can quibble about what we 
consider bad,” he says. “We are 
never going to resolve those issues, 
but we can agree that a car crash or 
a hurricane is undesirable. We can all 
agree on that.” 


Mark Anielski will be speaking at 
the Parkland Institute's fall confer- 
ence, Crisis And Opportunity: It’s 
Time for a Progressive Economy 
(Nov. 20-21). For more information, 
go to www parkland.arts.ualberta.ca. 
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SLOW LIFE - FOOD: BY JUDY SCHULTZ 61! wos 


The Unbearable Sweetness Of Slow 


MAMA TOLD YOU RIGHT — HAVE 
SOME PATIENCE, SLOW DOWN, 
AND TAKE SOME ENJOYMENT 
IN YOUR FOOD 





Any doctor will tell you: we rush too 
much, we're stressed, we're ornery, 
and we eat badly. We don't cook ei- 
ther. It's easier to eat fast-and-greasy 
on the way home or just call a take 
out joint. It'll still be fast and greasy, 
but oh joy, it comes to the door. 

And so, the sweetness of slow 
eludes us. 

In Italy, a guy named Carlo Pe- 
trini fixed that problem by inventing 
an organization called Slow Food, 
designed to help Italians take back 
their diminishing food culture: Slow 
simmered soups, slow-rise bread, 
slow-baked in wood-fired ovens, 
slowly savoured with real cheese 
from real cows. A little oil, a little 
more wine, the happy babble of fam 
ily and friends all squabbling around 
the same table. It was, fun, healthy 
and traditional, and today his Inter 
national Slow Food groups are do 
ing very well in 130-odd countries. 
No doubt Petrini has grown rich on 
the profits, which is okay, with me 
may he and his appetite live long 
and prosper. Those of us who love to 
hang out in kitchens only wish we'd 
thought of it first 


1 do love hanging out in my own 
kitchen. It’s not fancy, but it’s fun, 
and on a long weekend in a cold 
season, there's nowhere I'd rather 
be. Sadly, it’s hard to find the time 
because I'm so busy being rushed, 
stressed, and ornery, though I do eat 
well, and enjoy every moment of it — 
and that includes the hunting, gath- 
ering, and cooking. 

Here's my advice about enjoying 
food to the max. Feast your eyes 
first. Shop where the food looks ter- 
rific. Smell the fresh bread from the 
bakery, stop for coffee next door, 
flirt with the regulars. Now take the 
groceries home, turn off the phone, 
crank up the music, and sharpen 
your favourite knife. 

In these dark, cold months, | like 
to throw a stew together, or a pie, 
partly for the fun of it, and partly 
because it smells so good once it's 
underway. (Regarding the pie, I 
didn’t say anything about making my 
own crust. Pie crust, especially puff 
pastry, is my personal nemesis, and 
the Pillsbury Doughboy does just 
fine.) Mound some apple cubes into 
a pastry shell, hit it with a little cin- 
namon, a wisp of sugar, and fling it 
in the oven. If there happens to be 
an oven-ready turkey available, put 
that in too, and take the rest of the 
afternoon off. Forget those godaw- 


ful potpourri concoctions; a turkey 
dinner with apple pie is the original 
aromatherapy. If memory serves, 
aromas that make you feel this good 
are frequently illegal 

Cooking and baking isn't just about 
the food. It’s also about the music, and 
you gotta have the right tunes. Music 
to cook by? For starters, Sir Michael 
Philip Jagger, almost any of his early 
stuff. I'm also partial to the entire 
soundtrack from The Big Chill. (Yes. 
I'm old. Get over it.) 1 love to cook 
along with the blues, Chicago, Delta, 
Texas... Love John Lee Hooker and 
Etta James in my kitchen. Nobody 
sings “The Jealous Kind” better than 
Etta, except maybe Delbert McClin- 
ton, the boy from Lubbock 

Having cooked up a feast, it's time 
to dig in, Eating alone isn’t a bad 
thing at all, because you can eat any 
darn thing you like, anywhere you 
like, and any way, including with 
your fingers. But eating with the 
right people is even better. Let it be 
people you lave to hang around with 
People who make you laugh your 
head off. 

Above all, be slow about it 
mama could have told you that, and 
she probably did. Mental note to 
cooks, lovers and departing friends 
slow it down, dammit. Lingering is 
an art, and it takes practice. 


Your 





HLLUSTRATION BY JILL STANTON 








SLOW LIFE - SKILLS- BY ANDREW PAUL | 863 wads 


Do-It-Yourself Automotive Tricks 


SEE WRITERS GET BACK TO 
THE BASICS BY RECLAIMING 
WHAT USED TO BE ESSENTIAL 
LIFE SKILLS 


This week, SEE web editor. Andrew 





Paul learns how 


in his car Read g in future t 





jore basic 





r writers lear 








id skills 


My father passed along many skills 
to me while I grew up on an acreage 
west of the city in a house that was 


under perpetual renovations. By the 


ther. 
The root of my mechanical decli- 








nation rests in my family’s long his: 
tory of jalopy enthusiasm. Like Old 

the-rusted-out 1981 Chevy 
extended cab whose back window 


we smashed out one afternoon while 


loading the box with firewood, or the 
ancient station wagon "affectionate 
ly” called the leprosy car thanks to its 


palomino paint deterioration — seri 
ously, Archie's car had nothing on 
these buckets of junk 

But recently I decided it was time 


to learn some basic vehicle mainte 








age of 12, | was well versed in the fine 
arts of operating a table saw, pressur- 
izing the well, and chopping wood 
to heat the cabin during the winter 
months. 

However, despite growing up in 
the redneck heartland of monster 
trucks, I've never been interested in 
mechanics, And looking back I feel 
I've cheated myself out of the time: 
honoured tradition of learning basic 
vehicle maintenance from your fa- 


nance, if for no other reason than 
to save $50 on changing my oil at a 
shop. 

Unfortunately, my pa lives out of 
town, so my next best bet was to 
learn the automotive ropes from the 
pros in NAIT's automotive depart 
ment — sorry, Dad. 

When | arrived at NAIT, instructor 
Calvin Coley was there to greet me 
with a hearty handshake, his enor- 
mous meathooks engulfing my lily 
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white collegiate hands. 

Coley was born into the auto trade 
in 1957 while his father was operat 
ing the High Park Texaco full service 
station here in Edmonton. Coley 
grew up in that shop until 1984 when 
Texaco downgraded the shop to a 


self-serve station. That's when Coley 


Passing On His Skills | Calvin Coley at the NAIT instructional garage. PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


opened Calco Auto Services, which 
just celebrated its 25th anniversary. 
“At one point there were three gen- 
erations of family working at Calco 
Auto — myself, my father, and my 
son,” Coley says. “I always joke that 
my first job interview in my life was 
when I came to NAIT to teach.” 





That was four years ago, and to 
gether with fellow instructor Dar- 
ren Jones, who has 18 years’ worth 


of experience in dealership shops, 
they were going to pass along their 
oil-changing skills to me. And I was 
to hear that automotive 


OlL cont'd on pg. 8 
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SLOW LIFE - CAREER - BY IAN DOIG | 1010 words 


Hemingway In A Housecoat 





SOMETIMES YOU GET MORE 
DONE WHEN YOU'RE NOT 

AT WORK. A STAY-AT-HOME 
DAD SHARES HIS LITERARY 
ADVENTURES 

Turning my flashlight off, the wall 
of black northern Manitoba sum 
mer night recedes as my eyes adjust 
My surroundings become visible «if 


only in silhouette; Lake Winnipeg 
sloshing against limestone boulders 


at the edge of my campsite, the tidy 





manicured grass of Beaver Creek 
campground ringed with parkland 
trees. Tonight I'm lying on a picnic 
table that's aligned with the Milly 
Way, writing this story and watching 
an unexpected meteor shower as the 
campfire embers burn down 

This is what we ought to be do 
ing,” my younger brother Lorne said 
minutes earlier over a wiener-sticked 
hotdog supper. By “this,” he meant 
working on self-directed projects like 
the one that's brought us here We're 
in our beloved Canadian backwoods 
working on a story about Lake Win 
nipeg’s commercial fishery. 

My three siblings and | grew up 
traipsing through the northern Sas- 
katchewan bush, and though we've 
all studied, worked, and travelled in- 
ternationally, nature, the woods, and 
the family farm have stayed close to 
our hearts. 

Lorne is asleep in the tent after 
a heavy work week at his research 
science job at the University of Sas- 
katchewan. He's here on the lake as 
my co-writer and photographer cour: 
lesy of his enlightened workplace. 
For both of us, this is a professional 
development project. It just happens 
to be a very cool one. Manitoba's 
Interlake region is gorgeous, storied 
country, and Lake Winnipeg is vast 
and ecologically complex, one of the 
world’s largest freshwater lakes, In 
July, we sailed the lake's south basin 
on the Namao, a former Coast Guard 
vessel packed with scientists who are 
conducting long-term studies of the 
Lake's ecosystem. In the morning, 
we'll head out on the water again. 
this time, with three local fisher: 
men working the fall season. We're 
meeting and interviewing people, 
photographing and writing like it's 
going out of style. | owe this burst of 
professional energy and accomplish- 
ment to my 17-month-old toddler 
Kate, and to her mom’s patience 

For three years, | was editor-in- 
chief of Fast Forward Weekly, SEES 
Calgary sister paper I'd worked the 
previous decade as an underpaid, 
overworked freelance writer, expe: 
riencing professional 
and physical burnout repeatedly, As 
an editor, the steady paycheque and 
(mostly) nine-to-five hours alone 
seemed decadent. It was a dream job 


exhaustion 


| worked in a fun, fast-paced envi- 
ronment with an endless variety of 


stories to cultivate, though it left lit- 
tle time for my own wniting. I'd still 
be happily doing it if my wife and ! 
hadn't decided to have a child a year 
and a half ago. 


Male Homemaker | ian Doig with his 17-month old toddler Kate. PHOTO BY WILANDRUSCHAK 


though my hands are constantly fall, 
| now have lots of time to do. While 
strolling at the z00, cooking lunch, 
or changing diapers, | think through 
my writing projects, When the baby 





I've also carefully jotted down ideas 
and thematic epiphanies. These have 
coalesced rapidly into concepts for 


larger projects. One is the story my 
brother and I are working on, which, 





WITH LIMITED TIME, I’M MORE CONSCIOUS 
THAT I OUGHT TO BE DOING PROJECTS 
WITH HIGHER PERSONAL SATISFACTION. 


The Happy Homemaker 

Since becoming a male homemaker, 
I've taken to writing in my head. Writ 
ing is largely about thinking, which, 
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is occupied or asleep, I slip my little 
black Moleskine notepad and pen 
from my pocket or sit down at the 
computer and download my prose, 


in tum has spawned two more sto- 
nes I'm equally excited about. | have 
more ideas than I have time to act 
upon — a good problem to have 


As | write this, I'm now si 


the shade of my ba ard crabapple 


My little girl is ¢ 





nbing tt i 
the late-season tangle of our garder 
Now she’s pushing my pad shut and 


t my eyes so | can't 








hen | startec k 














Ww began eating pine con 
It's not a perfect system. When sk 
naps each afternoon, I write fur 
ously at the computer, my head and 
notepad bursting with words 

Though it has slowed my li 
down, I've found (and this is hardly 

revelation) that raising a kid an 
getting anything else done besides 

quires careful, disciplined schedul 
ing and the occasional assistance of 
babysitters. My Edmonton in-laws 
graciously spent a week with our 
girl while I ran around the Manitoba 
woods, and her aunt regularly sits 
when I have interviews to conduct 
With some personal motivation and 


a little baby-wrangling assistance 


I'm getting work done. Though, as 1 





construct this paragraph, I'm coring 
crabapples for juice, fretting about 
my shed that needs siding and din 
ner that needs cooking. These mul 
tiple nagging duties are making me 
crabby. I step back, close my notepad 
and focus on one thing at a time. Bye 
for now. 

Staying home with the kid seemed 
a practical idea. My profession is 
flexible such that 1 can work part 
time without the need of child care 
My heart goes out to those stay-at 
home hopefuls who aren't so lucky, 
and | acknowledge my luck each and 
every day, vowing not to blow what 
has become a great opportunity for 
me and my family. After a year of 





maternity leave, my wife is flour 
ishing at a new and rewarding job 
while | have the time to launch an 
ambitious new phase of my own ca: 
reer, All this while we raise our own 
daughter. We're on a tight budget 
but that won't last forever and nei 
ther is it such a drag 

As | wrt 
again sitting in the grass of the back 
yara. 


this conclusion, I'm 





It'S a sunny Sunday, and my 
wife is supervising our girl — a vision 
of cuteness in a pink floral dress — as 
she yanks apples from low-hanging 
branches, takes a bite and hurls them 
at the compost pile. It's an idyllic 
existence, Being a stay-at-home dad 
is great work if you can get it. It's 
forced me to change my working 
ways. With limited time, I'm more 
conscious that I ought to be doing 
projects with higher personal satis 
faction and financial value. Besides 
giving me all kinds of time with my 
daughter, this new slow career has 
reconnected me with my outdoorsy 
youth, my Canadian-ness and my 
extended family. Now if I can just 
talk the wife into making another 
youngster. 
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OIL (cont'd from pg.6) 


“Learning how to change oil with 

your dad isn't as big of a tradition 

| as it was 20 years ago,” Jones says, 

| adding that the biggest contributing 

factor is the evolution of automotive 
technology. 

“€ven as a mechanic, there's not 
much | can do without the right di 
agnostic equipment if I break down 
‘on the side of the road.” 

They showed me the 2008 Chevy 
Uplander we would be working on: 
To help, they gave me the official Pre- 
Employment Oil Change Checklist 
— the same list used by their pupils. 

We didn’t follow the list exactly, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} ignorance is actually quite common, 
| 


| because several items were things 
I'd never have to worry about while 


changing my oil at home, but we hit 
all the main points: 

(1) Plan ahead. Arrange to trans- 
port the used oil to one of the city’s 
eco stations or the Edmonton Waste 
Management Centre that specialize 
in the disposal of toxic household 
waste. 

(2) Consult your almighty vehicle 
instructor's manual (usually found 
in the glove box) to find out how 


much of which kind of oil you'll need 
to refill your ride with. Also check 
the manual to find what kind of oil 
filter you'll need. In the Uplander's 
case, 3.8 litres of 5-W-30 would do 
the trick 

(3) Make sure you have all the tools 


you'll need. These will vary between 


vehicles. Chances are you won't have 


a massive hydraulic lift at your dis- 
posal, so always make sure you have 
ramps or jack blocks while working 
under your vehicle, Never work un 
der a vehicle that’s supported only by 
a jack — if the vehicle falls, it means 
death 

(4) Get under the vehicle, pull the 
oil plug, and drain the runoff into an 
oil pan. 

(5) While the oil is bleeding out, 
check the rest of your vehicle’s un- 
dercarriage for leaks and other prob: 


lems. 

(6) Once the oil reservoir is empty, 
replace the oil plug and gasket, and 
remove the oil filter, allowing the run 
off to drain into the pan. 

(7) Replace the filter with a new 
one. Make sure to grease the filter 
gasket with a dollop of oil before 
hand-tightening it back on. 

(8) Refill your oil reservoir and fire 
up the vehicle to make sure noth- 
ing is hemorrhaging, Turn off the 
vehicle, check the oil levels, and if 
the dipstick says everything is good, 
you're done. 

The whole process took less than 
an hour, and even if it had taken 
two, it was a relief to know that I'll 
be saving a few bucks over the years 


being able to change my own oil — 


and better yet, pass on my newfound 
knowledge 

And don't worry, Dad. | promise 
you, there are 100 other things I'll 
need your guidance on in the future. 
| Like how to change sparkplugs. 
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COMMENTARY: ALBERTA | 977 went: 


he fror 1t 


77 Per Gent's A High Enough Score For Eddy 








When I was a miserably average col- 
lege student, a mark of 77 per cent 
would have been cause for celebra- 
tion. Not enough to go out and get 
drunk, mind you, but pretty close. 
When you're an indifferent student 
at best, with few expectations of 
being anything other than slightly 
above average, 77 per cent is pretty 
sweet. 

And so it is with the walking medi- 
ocrity that is Ed Stelmach 

Last Saturday, 1,200 of the smug- 
gest, most comfortable citizens of 
Alberta gathered in Red Deer for 
the annual PC party convention. In 
between the drinking and the back- 
slapping and the apportioning of 


government contracts, the party 
faithful were asked to pass judgment 
on their leader by voting on whether 
they wanted a leadership campaign 

Now, you wouldn't think that a 
party that just 20 months ago won a 
mammoth majority from the voters 
would even be considering a leader- 
ship review. But Ed Stelmach, to put 
it politely, sucks. Dull as a PBS fund- 
raiser, endowed with all the leader- 
ship qualities of a small-town reeve, 
Stelmach is in so far over his head 
that it would take a team of scuba 
divers to find him. A public opinion 
poll published just before the con- 
vention showed the Tories bleeding 
support to the nascent Wildrose Al- 
liance, a party with one MLA and no 
policies to speak of. Nothing, really, 
has gone right for Stelmach. The 
HINI vaccine program has been a 
certifiable fiasco, a government once 
flush with cash is now running a 
deficit, Stelmach’s choice of health 
minister is an incompetent thug. 
the list goes on. 

So before the convention, there 
was much speculation amongst the 
chattering classes that Stelmach 
might be in trouble. Ralph Klein — 
whose career in politics was effec- 
tively ended when he overstayed his 


welcome (which, for me, was about 
a month after he became premier) 
and got only 55 per cent support at 
a convention — opined that Stelmach 
would need at least 70 per cent t 
stave off calls for a leadership race 
For once, Klein was right 

After several weeks of arm-twist 
ing and ass-kissing, the Stelmach 


Stelmach picked up his victory, he 


said the one message he heard from 
delegates 


was: “Improve your com 


munication. Policies are right for 


Alberta, but you're not getting the 





message oul 

Translation: we're nght, the pub 
lic is wrong. There's nothing wrong 
with the party that a solid, publicly 





THEY ARE NO DOUBT BANKING ON AN END 
TO THE ERA OF LOW RESOURCE PRICES, 
JUST IN TIME FOR ED TO PLAY SANTA STELMACH 
BEFORE AN ELECTION IN 2011. 





forces prevailed on Saturday, with 
77 per cent of conventioneers yot 
ing against holding a leadership 
race. There never was any doubt 
that Stelmach would win (your 
humble correspondent predicted last 
week between 75-80 per cent ap- 
proval) and the only question was by 
how much. 

Now that we have the number, 
what does it mean? Is 77 per cent re 
ally that strong a show of support? 

Some may think that such a vote 
of confidence for an unpopular pre- 
mier shows the Tories are out of 
touch with public opinion. There is, 
of course, some truth to this. After 
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funded PR campaign wouldn't solve 
That is the very definition of being 
out of touch. Expect to see a barrage 
of ads coming your way. 

I'm certain that many supremely 
arrogant Tory supporters discount 
the threat posed by the Wildrose Al. 





liance, which, after all, is based 





couple of polls and one byelection re- 
sult. Tories know better than anyone 
that Albertans vote with their wallets 
and not with their hearts (and cer 
tainly not with their brains), and all 
it will take to turn Stelmach from a 
figure of ridicule to a dear leader is 
a return to high oil and gas prices. 
They are no doubt banking on an 
end to the era of low resource prices, 
just in time for Ed to play Santa Stel 
mach before an election in 2011 
While the number appears to 


be a ringing endorsement of Stel 
mach, put a slightly different spin 
and it doesn't sound quite so good 
Put it this way: almost a quarter of 
delegates want a new leader. (Klein 
routinely got 90 per cent approval 
ratings until he met his Waterloo.) 
That's a substantial nurnber of dis 
gruntled members of a party that 
is entrenched in power and in no 
immediate danger of losing it. Stel 
mach, and the entire Tory hierar 
chy, should be very worried about 
that number. 

Stelmach would be unwise to as 
sume the number is anything but a 
tepid endorsement. When Albertans 
went to the polls in March 2008, 
thousands of Albertans seemed will 
ing, for whatever reason, 
this dreary professional politician a 
chance to show what he can do. Now 
the party has done the same. We'll 
know if they made the right choice 


to give 


sometime in 2011 

Personally, I'm glad Stelmach is 
staying around. I see no growth in 
the party under Stelmach’s reign of 
error. He sucks today, and he'll still 
be sucking in a couple of years. Un- 
der Stelmach, the Tories are going 
nowhere but down. 


Maurice Tougas is the former 
Liberal MLA for Edmonton- 
Meadowlark. 
mauricetougas@live.com 





Vandals have spray-painted “Krip Bitch tits Krip” across a mural on the former 
‘St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School at 12050-954 St 


whos responsible 
Sharon Chapman, graffiti project manager, Capital City Clean Up (442-4711); 
Edmonton Catholic Schools (441-6000): Ecole a la Decouverte (474-9547). 


Chapman says she'll be working closely with Edmonton Catholic Schools (ECS) 
to remove the tag from the school building. Unfortunately, that might be easier 
said than done, as the cleaning process may damage the underlying mural. 
However, if ECS wishes to keep the mural, Chapman says the board might be 
eligible for up to $500 in funding under the Community Wipeout Program. Ecole 
ala Découverte, currently renting the property from ECS, also says it will look 


Something broken in your neighbourhood? Don't just bitch about It. tell us! 
E-mail news@see.greatwest.ca with the location (and a picture if you can) 


and we'll do the digging. 
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Whistling Past The Graveyard 





MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 
SCOTT EXPLORES THE 
WESTMOUNT AND 124TH 
STREET AREA, IN THE 
THIRD INSTALLMENT OF HIS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD TOURS 
This week's River City ramble dove 
tails nicely with the topic of Slow 
Living that's dwelt upon elsewhere in 
the pages of this issue, not just be 
cause it's somewhat attuned to slow 
philosophies but because it gives me 
a chance to hold forth on a key slow 
activity: walking. If you desire for the 
mindspace to meditate, or a way to 
connect with community and down- 
shift fromthe hyper-accelerated pace 
of modern life,-look no farther than 
the ends of your legs. 

Despite repeated mockery for my 
distinctive gait and the speed of my 
stride, I've strived to be a transit 
pedestrian for much of my life and, 
more recently, a pedestrian tourist. 
Simply put, there is no better way 
to get to know a place than to find it 
by foot and I've pursued this belief 
down the streets of almost every 
major city in Canada, a handful in 
the U.S. and slivers of Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia. And yet there 
is still so much walking left to do 

The subject of walking is of partic- 
ular relevance to Edmonton because, 
the river valley trail system aside, our 
city isn’t really set up for the shoe 
commuter. Sure the weather can be 
dissuasive, but the real problems are 
that it's way too spread out and key 
parts of it are absolutely butt-ugly 
and totally uninviting, which gives 
far too many people an excuse to stay 


in their cars as much as possible. Se 
riously, when I see you lined up in 
one of our city’s many drive-thrus, 
your idling car belching exhaust into 
the air for unnecessary minutes on 
end, | wonder how big of a piano you 
have tied to your ass that you cant 
switch off your engine and walk up 


to the counter 


Wi 
Last week was characterized by shin 
West 


mount to downtown multiple times. 


nount To Downtown 





splint-inducing walk from 
The weather was brisk but condu 
cive, the sky slowly taking on colour 
above me as | strode down still-slum 
bering 124th Street, an area I snidely 
dismissed as overhyped in last week's 
restaurant section. | found, though, 
that I love 124th Street in its pre- 
gentrification phase as a ‘hood that 
still has room for niche retail (cor- 
sets, crystals), upscale hair salons 
and audiophile boutiques cheek-by- 
jowl with the Edmonton Chess Club, 
a prosthetics clinic and unvarnished 
ethnic outposts like the proudly 
Ethiopian Arada Grocery and Hellas 
Foods, the Mediterranean mini-mar- 
ket of long standing that correctly 
uses the word “Oriental” (in the Ed- 
ward Said sense) on its sign 

The historical quality of the area 
abides not just in the beautiful heri 
tage homes on the sidestreets that 
flank 124th (some of the loveliest 
in the city), but also in the tumble- 
down fences that divide aging apart 
ment blocks and look like they might 
have had horses tied to them once, 
and in the institutional character of 
some of the businesses, like the stolid 
brick face of the building that houses 
Moore Planning Group, which has 
recently been defaced by someone 
calling themselves the “Inner City 
Goblin,” Not only are you in the 
wrong neighbourhood, shithead, but 
your amateurish graffito is just more 
visual blight in a city with plenty to 


Walking 124th And Area | The Edmonton Municipal Cemetery on 107th Avenue and II/th Street. PHOTO BY CRAIG JANZEN 


go around 

If | hadn't been on foot, would | 
have noticed that some prudish van 
dal had scrawled the word SICK in 
the vast, shiny lacuna between the 
model's breasts in an advertisement 
on the side of a bodybuilder’s supply 
kitty-corner to the Roxy Theatre? 
I'm not so reactionary myself, but 
point taken — I've noted her nigh 
orgasmic expression and pendulous 
frontage numerous times, but | still 
don't know what product she and her 
mams are shilling for 


Striding Past The Graveyard 

From there, | followed the self-de- 
scribed Avenue of Nations east, past 
the Edmonton Municipal Cemetery 
where, in sight of a massive old 
headstone inscribed with the word 
BIBLE, | saw someone had strewn 
the pages of dismembered Playboy 





magazine along the cemetery fence. 





When I passed the same spot on the 
way back, all the pages had been har 
vested, which gave me to think that 
Tim Hortons and other purveyors of 
value-priced, nutrition-free proven- 
der ought to imprint their wrappers 
and cups with photos of air-brushed 
tits and ass so that horny school- 
boys and budget-conscious lechers 
alike will feel rewarded for keeping 
the sidewalks and boulevards clean 
of what any pedestrian will tell you 
is the most pervasive refuse on the 
River City roadways. You litterbugs 
probably bought it at a drive-thru be- 
fore throwing it out the car window, 
didn’t you? 

Even from the sidewalk, the cem 
etery is fascinating, a monument 
not just to the dead but to the hy 
brid vigour that kept Edmonton 
from withering and blowing away 
in those harsh pre-provincial capital 
days. Amidst the granite menagerie 





— stone sheep, lions, horses, cher- 
ubs, and birds abound — you'll note 
names devoid of vowels or Roman- 
ized characters, names connecting 
their bearers to the far corners of the 
northern hemisphere 
can trace to people who still live here, 
still make our town diverse, vibrant, 
habitable 

It's certainly a sharp contrast to 


names you 


the generic big-box strip malls a 
few blocks away on 104th Avenue 
What will they represent to our de- 
scendents, except our blinkered in 
sistence on convenience that paved 
over the past in favour of cavernous 
concrete monuments to instant grat- 
ification? 

Perhaps such notions are so much 
bullshit — my mind wanders as much 
as I do on these peregrinations — but 
I can't help but think our town would 
look a little different if more of us de- 
cided to slow down a bit 
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EDMONTON - PUBLIC TRANSIT 
LRT CONSULTATION CONTINUES 


Citizens packed city council chambers at 
the Nov. 9 public hearing to discuss the 
proposed new LRT lines, but council had not 
made a final decision on the plans yet 

Of the 68 people who registered to speak 
at the meeting, 22 residents spoke in favour 
of the proposed routes, and 46 residents 





e against. 

The proposed route for the west would 
tun from Lewis Estates along 87th Avenue 
to 156th Street, then north to Stony Plain 
Road, ending at the MacEwan University 
Station. 

The proposed route for the southeast 
line would begin at Churchill Station, follow 
Connors Road, turn east along 95th Avenue, 
south down 85th Street and 83th Street 


through Bonnie Doon, and then south down 
75th Street and 66th Street to Millwoods. 

Brian Latte. the transportation plan- 
ning manager for the city, said he sees the 
proposed LRT becoming part of the streets. 
“LRT could be used asa tool to shape a sus- 
tainable city,” he said. This new LRT would 
be aboveground and flush with the street 

Christopher Spencer, who spoke on behalf 
of the Grovenor Community League, is in 
support of expansion west but he said hous- 
ing, not transit, will act as a revitalization 
tool. “Please consider measuring density in 
terms of people, not units,” he said. 

Greg Downie, who runs a vacuum business 
on Stony Plain Road., said he has no prob- 
lem with LRT expansion, but that it needs 
“to be put in the right place.” He said not 
enough consultation has been done with 
the 125 businesses that will be affected, and 
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the LRT is not the solution for revitilization. 
“Putting LRT tracks down the middle of 
that road is not going to revitalize it; itis 
going to devastate it” 
The hearing will resume on Friday at 9:30 
a.m. for remaining statements, and a council 
decision is expected. —Erin McCarty 


ALBERTA - HEALTH CARE 
STUDENTS PROTEST HEALTH CUTS 


The voices of about 30 angry health care 
students could be heard on the Alberta 
legislature grounds Nov. 6 as they rallied 
to express their concem over the bleak job 
market facing them after graduation. 

“The job prospects here are very, very, very 
grim, and | can't state that enough,” says 
Amy Walczak, a fourth-year nursing student 
at the University of Alberta, who hopes to 


find a full-time job in neonatal intensive care 


after she graduates in the fall. 

Currently there Is only one posting fora 
registered nurse in the field, However, that 
posting, along with most others, she said. 
are intemal, which means that applicants 
must already be employed by Alberta 
Health Services. Students are worrled they 
will have to leave the province to find work 
Walczak said that since the creation of 
Alberta Health Services Board in May 2008 
employment opportunities for fresh gradu- 
ates have all but dried up. 

The students have been invited to attend 
question period in the legislature Nov. 19 as 
guests of Liberal MLA Kevin Taft to further 
draw attention to their concerns. 

The group hopes to meet face-to-face 
with Alberta Health Minister Ron Liepert 
and the standing committee on health. 






Virtual Whiteboard | See what Amy Walczak and 
other U of Anursing students wanted to tell the Tories 
in SEE’s online stideshow. PHOTO BY ANUREW PAUL 
“They are the big decision-makers,” Walczak 
said. “Eventually, they'll have to return our 
calls and our letters.” Andrew Paul 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


66 THE DIVISIVE ISSUES THAT TEAR US APART 


ARE NOT ONES THAT ARE GOING TO BE 


ON OUR ELECTION PLATFORM. 


WILDROSE ALLIANC 








RTY LEADER DANIELLE ‘ 
OTED BY THE CALGARY HEf 














THE DANGEROUS WILDROSE 


Danielle Smith's smiling visage has graced 
so many papers lately that it’s hard to be- 
lieve she’s the head of a relatively new party 
that only has one elected member. 

But that's the power of a good story. The 
narrative that political dynasties in Alberta 
are replaced in one fell swoop from the right 
has combined with Smith's media savvy to 
create a rather dangerous beast 

Indeed, even progressives have become 
downright giddy at the prospect that the 
Wildrose Alliance could pose a credible 
threat to the Tories in the next election, per- 
haps even splitting the vote, and allowing 
the Liberals to come up the middle. 

That sounds a lot like introducing wolves 
to control the coyote population and 
expecting the sheep to flourish. 

Certainly, the Wildrose is making Alberta 
politics interesting again, but let's not lose 
our heads. With a provincial election two 
years away, there's little point in focusing on 
the horse race of polling numbers, Rather, 
Albertans should be concerned about policy, 
and how the province is or would be run. 

We know Smith will lower resource 
royalty rates, and generally be a friend to 








OPEN THE PURSESTRINGS FOR LRT 


the ollpatch, but little else, She says that 
social issues like abortion and gay marriage 
are not part of the party’s agenda. However, 
she has said she would consider pulling 
public funding for abortions, and she's 
supposed to be the big-tent moderate in the 
Party. Mark Dyrholm, her rival in the recent 
leadership race, is a climate change denier, 
Jeff Willerton, the third candidate who later 
dropped out, protested a Calgary gay pride 
parade in 2006, 

If the Tories felt so pressured by their 
fight-wing that they brought in Bill 44, the 
legislation that gives parents the right to 
Pull their children from classes on evolution 
and homosexuality, can you imagine what 
would happen under Wildrose leadership? 
Albertans will be blindsided by far-right 
social policies if the Smith ends up with any 
kind of clout. 

And the idea that the only way the Liber- 
als or the NDP could gain any kind of power 
in the next election is if the right is divided 
is extremely depressing. If the progressive 
opposition parties really do want to make a 
difference in this province, they are going to 
have to put up a bigger fight than that 





City budget consultations will begin in the 
coming weeks, and while the usual histrion- 
Ics about taxes will no doubt dominate 
debate. city councillors needs to keep their 
eye on the prize: a more sustainable city 
that offers a high quality of life 

That means sticking to its guns on LRT 
‘expansion. The routes may change, and the 
public should certainly be consulted in a 
meaningful way, but we urge city councillors 
to ultimately approve the $2-billion price 


tag on the combined west and southwest 
projects. 

And when so-called fiscal hawks start 
howling about the expense, just remember 
that there are costs associated with not 
acting. These expenses include more roads 
to far-flung suburbs, additional police and 
fire to cover an ever-expanding city, and lost 
Productivity as we all spend more and more 
time in traffic. 

Be brave, city council. Go big on transit. 








BY THE NUMBERS : IS EDMONTON HAPPY? 





2009 CITIZEN SATISFACTION SURVEY, CONSIDERED ACCURATE 19 TIMES OUT OF 20 


SOURCE: CITY OF EDMONTON 
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Calling The Oil Bullies’ Bluff 


| 
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PUBLISHER'S POST JEFF HOLUBITSKY 
ALBERTA NEEDS REAL 
LEADERSHIP ON THE 


| OILSANDS, SAYS GREEN OIL 


AUTHOR SATYA DAS 


With his book Green Oil entrenched 
on Edmonton's bestseller list, Satya 
Das wonders aloud why Toronto pa- 
pers receive him more warmly than 
the ones at home. The policy consul- 
tant and co-founder of Cambridge 
Strategies is a former writer with 
the Edmonton Journal, so he gets 
the media game. He appreciates the 
story he received in the hometown 
press when his book was published, 
but you get the feeling the reception 
he received from the Toronto Star 
last week blew him away. It included 
meeting the editorial board of Can- 
ada’s largest paper, a major spread 
in their business pages, including a 
1,200-word excerpt. Big papers don't 
do that out of friendship. 


It looks like many people are be 
coming interested in his book, which 
he describes as an owner's manual 
for all Albertans who should be tak 
ing serious control of our $15 tril 
lion oilsands resource. Das contends 
Albertans should demand our fair 
share of the wealth those oilsands 
will produce instead of giving it away 
with some of the lowest royalty rates 
in the world. “The big companies 
are keeping quiet because they know 
what a good deal they have,” he says. 
“What you have with the govern- 
ment is they are bowing down to the 
disgruntled tenants in the room who 
make a lot of noise and threaten they 
are going to walk.” 

Dressed in a conservative business 
suit, Das doesn’t look like a radical 
But in Alberta government terms, | 
imagine, he certainly sounds like one 
when he suggests that our elected 
officials stand up to the bullies by 
calling their bluff. “Albertans should 
know there are 100 tenants lined up 
outside the door,” he notes, 

The stakes are simply too high to 
keep going the way we are. With in- 
creased revenue and resolve, Alberta 
(and indeed, all of Canada) should 
demand its say as an energy super- 
power. We should demand technolo- 


gies that can ensure a carbon-neutral 
footprint, or green oil. Major oil 
companies, Das says, have already 
invested billions in ways to keep car- 
bon out of the atmosphere and are 
awaiting government regulations so 
they can start licensing them out to 
others to recoup their investment 
We should also invest our money to 
become a world leader in education 
and research. Texas did, he says, and 
its universities have won more Nobel 
Prizes than Oxford and Harvard. 

Canadians are also in the enviable 
position of being one of the most 
politically stable democracies in 
the world. Oil gives us the power to 
spread that message, he says. If we 
tefuse to do that, we'll allow fanati- 
cal oil dictatorships to continually set 
the international agenda. 

A lot of what he says makes sense, 
particularly against the increasing 
popularity of the Wildrose which.~ 
appears to speak so loudly for those 
disgruntled, noisy tenants Das de- 
scribes. It also makes sense when 
he says that those who wish the oil- 
sands be abandoned should engage 
in a more realistic dialogue consider- 
ing the forces at play. As he says, “It 
would be the adult response.” 

jholubitsky @see.greatwest.ca 
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Padmanadi Packs In The Crowds 


THE FAMOUS VEGAN 





PADMANADI VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
0626-97 St, 428-6899 





Padmanadi, the venerable vendor of 
vegan delights on 97 Street, marked 
seven years in business last week. I'd 
love to be able to tell you about the 
celebratory all-you-can-eat buffet 
but by the time I arrived early Friday 
evening, the restaurant was not just 
packed but lined up 50 people deep 
out onto the sidewalk. Luckily | had 
dropped by a few days prior with my 
own sizable group, taken a good tour 
of the menu, and sampled deeply 
from Padmanadi’s utterly ynique 
brand of hospitality. 

In a town underequipped with 
meatless dining-out options, there's 
little wonder that-Padmanadi draws 
such a loyal following, but rarity 
alone doesn't account for their popu- 
larity, Padmanadi doesn’t just wait on 
its patrons; it befriends them as well 
and draws them into a communal 
atmosphere of enlightened eating 


Gregarious proprietor Kasim Kasim 
(yes, he’s so nice they named him 
twice) and family see to it that no 
one leaves without feeling like they 
have been vigorously hosted, not to 
mention well-fed. The dozens upon 
dozens of photographs of patrons — 
and two signed headshots of Erie 


“the African-American Ghostbuster 





attest to the 
gratitude Mr. 
folks who cross his transom 


Hudson e 
Kasim feels for the 


The meal started with spring rolls 
The 
spring rolls, served with plum sauce 


and vegetarian drumsticks 
were what you'd expect in the best 
possible sense, but nothing could re 
ally prepare you for the faux-drum 
sticks — moist parcels of textured 
soy protein in a thin wonton-wrapper 
skin bundled onto a sm 


rod to approximate the 


all bamboo 








of a chicken leg. One of the ‘vegetar 
ians at the table took exception to the 


range of flavours and textures that 
can be conveyed with artfully pre 
pared soy protein. So relax 

‘on in, the food did not 





From the 
seem to stop coming. Next there was 
a big bow! of hot and sour soup — 
dark spicy broth sweetened: with In 
donesian soy sauce and packed with 
tofu, bamboo, fungus, peas, and car 
followed by Lo-hon y 


rots egetables 


(broccoli, cauliflower, bok choy, car- 


rots, baby corn, and tofu in mush: 





THE TAB: $20 PER PERSON 


THE GIST: YOU DON’T NEED TO BE VEGAN TO LOVE THIS FOOD 
TRY: VEGGIE CHICKEN CURRY WITH POTATOES 
BEWARE: SUDDEN OUTBREAKS OF KARAOKE 





On the night of my visit to the 
usually hopping dining room, which 
crams all the appurtenances of a 
family restaurant, Buddhist shrine, 
and karaoke lounge into one space, I 
was with a large enough group that it 
made sense to order the set menu for 
eight, which entitles you and yours to 
eight dishes, rice, dessert, and chry 
santhemum tea for $20 a head. This 
is as good a reason as I can think of 
as any for getting eight people to- 
gether, vegetarians or no. 


presentation, but that just gave the 
person sitting next to me the oppor: 
tunity to devour his portion — I don’t 
think it would have fooled anyone 
into thinking it was chicken, but it 
was salty and tender and delicious 

In fact, the range of counterfeit 
meats, including beef, BBQ pork 
ham, mutton, and seafood, aren't re 
ally meant to persuade patrons that 
they are getting their flesh-fix with 
out the attendant suffering to ani 
mals. Rather it’s meant to convey the 


room oyster sauce), stir-fried spicy 
eggplant in a spicy-sweet lacquer, 
mock chicken with ginger, black fun- 
gus and lily flower and, my absolute 
favourite of the night, veggie chick- 
en curry with melt-in-your-mouth 
cubes of potato in a creamy coconut 
sauce that I kept spooning over rice 
long after the mock meat and taters 
were gone. The chicken stand-in was 
chewy and savoury and satisfying, 
standing up well to the overall spici 
ness of the dish, which was definitely 


the hottest of the night 

There was still food on the table 
when we all admitted we couldn't eat 
1t which point the age 
Mr. 


much more 


less, energetic Kasim, who had 





been distributing his considerable 
personal charm about the room, in 
veighed on us to join him in a little 
karaoke. | managed to avoid taking 
the microphone by absorbing my at 





tention in the delicious bow! of coco- 


nut-scented rice pudding with vegan 
mango ice cream and a cinnamon 
dusted strawberry that fulfilled the 
dessert component of our set menu. 
My apologies to the few late diners 
who thought they were in for a qui 
etly dignified vegan meal, though 
Kasim's heartfelt version of the oft- 
covered schmaltz-classic “Let It Be 
Me” definitely raised the tone of the 
night 

Before we headed out, Kasim told 
us with pride that Moby and mem 
bers of Propagandhi had been recent 
patrons, then showed us the blue- 
prints for his new restaurant slated 
to open on 101 Street and 107 Avenue 
in February 2010. The night's repast 
and abundance of personal warmth 
left little doubt he'll have no problem 
packing them in there too. 








RESTO CAPS - RECENTLY REVIEWED - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 








CALGARY TRAIL NOODLE HOUSE 
5730-104 St., 780-988-8233 

THE TAB: $30 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: As picturesque as the name 
‘suggests 

TRY: The beef noodle soup 


ELRANCHO SPANISH RESTAURANT 
1810-87 St, 780-471-4930 

THE TAB: $33 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Solid fare, indifferent service. 
TRY: The Enchilada Mexicana 


FANTAS A NOODLE HOUSE 

10518 Jasper Ave, 780-428-0943 
THE TAB: $17.40 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Serviceable Vietnamese. 


ICHIBAN JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
8750 - 149 St., 780-481-5252 
THE TAB: $50 for two 

THE GIST: A decent sushi joint 
TRY: Fuji roll ($8.95) 


KAMIL'S TURKISH CAFE AND RESTAURANT 
12408-118 Ave. 780-4454-4646 
THE TAB: $4] for two (food only) 


THE GIST: Primo Turkish eats override a few 


minor detractions 
TRY: The beyti ($15) 


LASHISH TAOUK 

10106-N8 St, 780-452-1333 

THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Really good Lebanese 
TRY: Shish Taouk Platter 


NYALA ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT 
10875-98 St. 780-761-2000 

THE TAB: $40 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Friendly, fiery, filing 
TRY: The kitfo 


ORIGIN INDIA 

105N1-82 Ave., 780-436-0558 

THE TAB: $19.95 for one (food only) 
THE GIST: Sturdy Indian 

TRY: Dinner buffet 


PHO AND BUN 

10122-79 St, 780-485-2802 

THE TAB; $23 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Affordable, and authentic 
TRY: The satay skewers and soup 


PIZZERIA PREGO 

5860-111 St., 780-439-7734 

THE TAB; $19.49 (12-inch loaded pizza) 
THE GIST: Hand-crafted pizza ina class of 
itsown 

TRY: The salads. 
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ALL DAY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
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RESTAURANT GUIDE: 







it LOW. 


SHERBROOKE 
LIQUOR STORE 


More than 


just 600 Dif 


Noyember 16. 


Jpm at Cafe Haven 


h Tasting 


11819 St. Albert Trail 
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Limited tickets available 


Nov 


more 





780 455-4550 


ft Certificates to these greatr 


Organic-NO'T Vegetarian | 
Very Celiac friendly 


Book ortlirie at: skjrinylegsaridoowgirls.cosh| 


emagazine.com for a chance to purchase $50 
aurants for only $25! 
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complete listin 


EVENTS 


STTH ANNUAL POTTERY SHOW & SALE STANLEY A 
MILNER LIBRARY, 87 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE NOV 
14 Info: edmontonpottersguild wordpress.com/426-5642. 
ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION & PUB NIGHT FINNAGAN'S 
BAR BISTRO & BILLIARDS, 12560 FORT RO. NOV 147 p.m. 
Info: 478-6521. 

‘THE ART SOCIETY OF STRATHCONA COUNTY: 
GENERAL MEETINGS A J OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 

‘590 BROADMOOR BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK Guests and 
prospective members welcome every second Tue of each 
‘month.7 p.m. 

ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 
9351-118 AVE. Artists and artisans sharing unique gifts with 
local flavour. Every Sat. From10 a.m. to 2 pum. info: www, 
thecarrotca. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT & GIFT SALE AVENUE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 9210-116 AVE. NOV 13-14 10 am. info: 447-253, 
FARMER'S MARKET ALBERTA AVENUE HALL 9718-118 AVE 
Every Thu, year round. 2 pm. 





exposuretestival.ca. 


hotmailcom 


seemagazine.com 


AVE. NOW I74.p.0m nfo 688-3234, 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS MEET 
MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS info www groups yahoo. 
com/group/edmonton jlusions/387-3343, 
IMAGING SALON LATITUDE 53, 1248-106 ST. NOV 4 Pop 
culture icon Buck Angel pases live for ‘Sculptors, illustrators, 
Cartoonist, painters, and photographers, as part of the 
Exposure Festival. Info: wwwexpasurefestival.ca. 

LOUD & QUEER CABARET LA (/TE FRANCOPHONE, 8627-5) 
ST. NOV 13-14 Part ofthe Exposure Festival. A quees arts 
showcase, 730 p.m. Tickets: wwrw.tixonthesquare.ca 
MEAT AND GREET BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST. NOV 13 Meet 
Exposure 2009 headlines Buck Angel. 11 p.m. info: www. 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1 
AVE. A socal discussion group for gay, bisensal and 


transgendered men to discuss current issues and to offes 
‘support to each other. Every Sun. 7 p.m. info: robwells 7808 


PRINTED MATTERS: QUEER CURATOR'S RECEPTION 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA. #100, 10230 JASPER AVE. NOV 14 
Part of the Exposure Festival. Meet the artists and curators 
‘who crested the show as they explore queer expression 
through printmaking. 2 um. info: www exposurefestival ca 
REALLY BIG SHOW STEAMWORKS, 1743 JASPER AVE. NOV 
15 Part ofthe Exposure Festival. A salon of performance art 
featuring the work of Buck Angel, Cindy Baker and Brian 
Web. 7pum Info: wwwexposurefestivalca 

‘SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE. 9540-111 AVE. A social 
and support group for seniors ofall genders and sexualities 
to talk have tes and offer each othes support. Every Tue and 
Thu. lpm info: tuftishanw ca 

TTIQPRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11) AVE. A mixed gender open 
support group addressing the needs of transsenal and 
transgendered individuals First and third Sun. of month. 2 
psn Info: admingridecentreafedmonton org 

YOU SLEIGH ME TOO: HOT CHOCOLATE SLEIGH RIDE 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS NOV 18 Part ofthe Exposure Festival.” 
pm info: www exposunelestivalca 

YOUTH MOVIE PRIDE CENTRE. 9540-1 AVE. Movie chasen 





FESTIVAL OF TREES SHERWOOD PARK MALL 2020 
SHERWOOD DR, SHERWOOD PARK NOV 13-5 Info: www. 
estratheona.org. 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGERTY CENTRE, 
‘9704-I AVE. Foc Pasents and children up to 17. Every Thu 
630 pm Info: 474-76NL 

INSPIRED CREATIONS WESTRIDGE COMMUNITY HALL 
6510-11 ST. NOV 6-15 Market Artisan Sale Info: www, 
inspredcreationsmarket com. 

OPERA NUOVA NORMAND’, 16394 JASPER AVE. NOV 5 
Dinner, and a performance by soprano Kimberly Barber 
Tickets: wwvw.operanuova ca. 

PIZZAZZ! TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 1030-84 AVE. NOV 
13-15 raft and Gift Show. fcc 906-7331. 
TAROT CARD READINGS THE HAT, 1025] JASPER AVE.7 
pum.every Wed. 

WRITER'S CIRCLE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE 
HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Wiiting workshop evesy Tue at month. 
Doors at 7 pum. 


MEETINGS 


INDEPTH TOWN HALL MEETING STRATHCONA PLACE 
‘SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE NOV 12 With 
Rachel Notley, MLA.10 a.m. 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS MISERICORDIA HOSPITAL, 
16940-87 AVE. Weekly support meetings. Saturdays at 1! 
am Infor 423-2546. 


LEARNING 


ARGENTINE TANGO CLASSES WITH CRISTINA & 
VICENTE ORANGE HALL, 10335-84 AVE Beginners, inter 
mediate/advance. Mondays at 7-30 p.m. info: 905- 8505/ 
vamtangofiyahoa. 

ASHOK KUMBAMU RIVERBEND PUBLIC LIBRARY, 460 
RIVERBEND SQUARE NOV 14 Lecture —“How introducing 
genetically medified crops can lead to the dispassession of 
farming communities” pun. Info: 993-0839, 

EDMONTON YO-YO CLUB WEST FOMONTON MALL, 
8882-170 ST. TO NOV 25 Saturdays at I pum Outside of T&T 
Supermarket. 

KNOW YOUR MEDICATION PAL S, #4/, 9912-106 ST. NOV 
[2 Leam about both prescription and over the counter drugs. 
1am Info: 426-5514, | 
LEARN MORRIS DANCE #/9, KEEGANO HALL RICHFIELD 
RD, & 36A AVE. Free Lessons. Saturdays at 10 am info: 
ATS-1826. 

MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST PRACTICE KARMA TASHI 










OILERS HOCKEY 








upcoming games 


Sunday Nov 15 vs Atlanta PPV 
Monday Nov 16 vs Columbus 
Wednesday Nov 18 vs Colorado 


8900 114 Street, Edmonton 
Students’ Union Building 7 flr 


TUDENTS | 
U NION 


Molson Canadian 
Pints $4.25 Jugs $12.75 





Win Oilers hockey tickets at Schanks Sports Bar 
during every Oilers game 


9927-178 Street | 780 444-2125 


by youth (aged 14-25), usually with LGBT themes. Popo is 
served. Fridays at 6:30 p.m. info: brendan@iprderentreoted 
montonorg, 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH PRIDE CENTRE. 
9540-1 AVE. Every Saturday at? pum. Info: wrw.yuyedm, 
14684. 


ACTIVISM 


EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION SORREM 
TINO, 4208 CALGARY TRAIL SOUTH An activist arts orga- 
‘ization, seeking socially conscious artists, and preduction 
volunteers onan ongoing basis. Wed at 7pm. info: 434-9736 
or contactidedmontonsimallpress og. 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION MCDOUGALL UNITED 


CHURCH, 10025-101 ST. 3rd & 4th Sat every month, 9 am-S 
pm. Faculté Saint-Jean, 8406-91 St, Rm 3-18 Organization 
for the emancipation and autonomy of African women. 
providing programs on economy, community health train- 
Ing in HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment, and harm reduction. 
Instruction in French, English, and African languages. info 
490-7332 

PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE A youth group 
promoting anti-racist and diversity workshops. Mondays 5-7 
pm. Education North 4-104, Uot A Campus into: 475-4644 or 
vewwenaartorg/Youth/index htm. 
THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE. I1T16 WHYTE AVE. Every Tuesday. 
Screenings are free. info: 986-8105 or 
michaelketsteepstea com 


Sef Se 





yp a 


Saturday, November 21, 2009 
6:30 pm 
Alberta Avenue Hall 
9210-118 Avenue 


A Fundraising Dinner 
& Silent Auction 
for the Gaden Samten Ling 
sTivcclamsielelelalii 
Meditation Societ 
New Building Project 


New Catering by 
Absolutely Edibles 
with a great variety of 
vegetarian & meat dishes 


All Tickets $35 
Tickets purchased before 
November 15 qualify for Door Prize 
To order, call Rhonda 780-288-5956 


For more information please call 
780-479-0014 


www.gasamling.ca 





UNG, 10502-70 AVE Wednesdays at 7 pum. nfo: ww. 
karmatashiling ca. 

NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH CASTLE DOWNS 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, 15379 CASTLE DOWNS RO. NOV 17 A series of 
vmiting sessions that will challenge aspling authors to start 
writing, Info: wwweplca. 

PAUL SVEEN TEACHES STAND UP COMEDY THE LAUGH 
‘SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10368 WHYTE AVE. Mondays. info: www. 
thelaughshop.ca. 

‘SWING DANCE AT SUGAR FOOT STOMP ORANGE HALL, 
10335-84 AVE. Beginner lessons followed by dance. Every 
Satépm 

TANGO CLASSES ORANGE HALL 1035-84 AVE. Thursdays 
at 730 pum Info: 905-8505. 

WRITING WORKSHOP STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE NOV 16-19 Into: www ephca. 


QUEER 


WORM’S BOOK CLUB SECOND CUP, 12ST. 
AERA USER a Mets 730 Info: bookworm 


STNG THE AONE HALNTHONPY aN 
FOSTERING EDMONTON'S LGBT COMMUNITYEDMON- 
TON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, 9910-103 ST. NOV 18 Part of 
the Exposure Festival. Learn how to grow Edmonton's L6BT 
community.5 pum. Info: www.exposurelestivalca/program. | 
LLY. WEDNESDAYS PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Various | 
doit yourself projects. 3 pum. Info: 488-3234, 

EXPOSURE: EDMONTON'S QUEER ARTS AND CULTURE 
FESTIVAL VARIOUS LOCATIONS NOY 13-2! Nine days of | 
‘programming on the theme of “The Queer Body.” info: www. 
exposuefestivala. 

GAMES DAY PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE Thursdays at 4 
pum. Info: 488-3234. 

HIN] INFORMATION SESSION PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 
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ISIC PREVIEW - REUNIONS - BY SEAN JOYNER | 273 wos 


4 WHEN YOU HAVE TWO PEOPLE FEUDING, 
YOU TEND TO JUST DUCK AND HIDE 
WHILE THE SHOTS ARE OVERHEAD. 





When Dinosaur Jr. Walked The Earth 


THE MUSIC THE ALT-ROCK 
TRIO IS MAKING POST-REUNION 
MIGHT BE EVEN BETTER THAN 
THE CDS THAT BUILT THEIR 
REPUTATION 





DINOSAUR JR. 

ww/ Pink Mountaintop. The Starlite Room (10030-102 St. 
Fa Nov (8pm). Tickets available tough Ticketmaster, 
Megatunes and Blacktyyrd. 





Three-man rock bands are, by their 
very nature, self-destructive. Battling 
egos kept in tight quarters, power 
struggles, constant competition for 
the spotlight: it's a recipe for a short 
lifespan as a collective unit And not 
many bands know this‘more than Di- 
nosaur Jr., the power trio from Mas- 
sachusetts that has seen more than 
its share of stress fractures since 
forming in 1984, 

In 1997, after a few personnel 
changes, Dinosaur Jr. officially dis: 
banded. But the original players in 
the group were pursuing their own 
paths long before then, and for long- 
time fans, the breakup s¢emed in 
evitable. Since the band’s inception, 
personality conflicts between the 
founding members — J Mascis (gui- 
tar, songwriter), Lou Barlow (bass, 
songwriter) and €mmett Patrick 
“Murph” Murphy (drums) — had 
been well documented. So, for Mur- 
phy, the reunion and current tour in 
support of their ninth studio album, 
2009's terrific Farm, is 2 bittersweet 
occasion 

‘All three of us have pretty strong 
Murphy admits. “J, at that 
time [ie the band’s shaky ‘80s 
years] didn’t want to do any shar 


egos, 


ing of the co-writing responsibilities 
He just wanted it to be him, and Lou 
was feeling like his voice was being 
squashed out. J just made it clear that 


it wasn't a democracy. I guess | could 


deal with it more than [Lou] could 
because I was never a singer/song- 
writer — | was just approaching it 
from a drummer's point of view.” 

That point of view, Murphy be- 
lieves, required a certain degree of 
passivity — after all, when you're 
caught in the crossfire, the smartest 
thing to do is simply keep your head 
down. While Mascis and Barlow 
were battling it out from 1984-1989, 
Murphy's strategy was to sit back and 
observe. “There were times when | 
was forced into being passive, just by 
being cancelled out,” he remembers. 
“When you have two people feud 
ing and there's gunfire, you tend to 
just duck and hide while the shots 
are overhead. There were times like 
that, when it was just too much and | 
didn’t want to deal with it.” 

These days, 
that as Dino Jr. was exploring the 
limits of its sound, Mascis was also 


Murphy recognizes 


testing his boundaries as an artist 
As he adapted to taking a frontman 
role in the band, Mascis began edg- 
ing out the other two members. He 
continuously took control of Barlow 
and Murphy's responsibilities, often 
arranging songs specifically to his 
own tastes. Though he felt left out at 
the time, Murphy now understands 
what was happening to Mascis and 
accepts the pressures he brought to 
the group as being necessary. 

When Barlow was booted from the 
band in 1989 (leaving Mascis and 
Murphy to tour Australia with re 
placement bassist Donna Dresch), 
noticing Mascis’ 


Murphy began 


controlling ways even more. “J had 
to go through this thing, like on [the 


1991 album] Green Mind, where he 
started recording all the instruments 
himself," Murphy says. “I think he 


dto make that happen for him- 





needec 


self; that was his own growth spurt 








How Soon Is Wow? | “I feel like you've really got to live for the now” and walt and see what the next ‘naw’ will be." says Dinosaur Jr. drummer Emmett Patrick Murphy.” PHOTO 


COURTESY OF RILLBEAT MUSIC 
It might have coincided with us going 
to the major labels, but it could have 
also just been natural songwriter's 
evolution.” 

In 1993, Murphy split from Dino 
saur Jr. Alongside his solo projects 
he joined The Lemonheads and re 
leased Car Button Cloth with the 
band in 1996. Though he says he 
loved the freedom he felt in his new 
surroundings, there was a certain en 
ergy that was missing — something 
he'd only felt with Dinosaur Jr 

Murphy took a full hiatus from 
music in the early part of the decade 
— no writing, no arranging, no play 
ing, He moved to Maine and com 
pletely separated himself from his 
former rock star life. “Interestingly 
enough, in 2004, | started missing 
the drums,” he says. “In 2005, I got 


the call for the reunion, which I had 
no idea was coming. It was a really 
interesting twist of fate, because it 
was right at the moment when | 
jumped back into playing and was 
practicing four hours a day. 

Now, two albums after the band’s 
reunion, Dinosaur Jr. is touring again 
as a newly-formed (yet familiar) 
band. The three original members 
are reacquainting themselves with 
each other and discovering that 
even with the old conflicts behind 
them, fresh challenges are constant 
ly looming, 

“There are new tensions now, with 
people being away from their families 
and how people deal with touring,” 
Murphy says. “I, as I’ve gotten older, 
find | don't like touring as much. | 
love playing live, but my tolerance 


of travelling has gone down. Also, J 
and Lou have kids now, so there are 


mouths to feed. That's the realistic 
stuff that we didn’t have when we 
were younger. * 

Also, Barlow is expecting his sec- 
ond baby in December, which will 
undoubtedly influence the band's 
touring schedule in the new year. Of 
course, looking too far into the fu- 
ture has never been part of Dinosaur 
Jr's game plan. “We've always been a 
band that takes things as they come,” 
Murphy says. “We put out a record 
and tour, and when it's done, it's 
done. J has always said that music is 
like a snapshot of what's happening 
at the time; you put it out there and 
it's like a piece of art — some people 
are going to like it and some aren't, 


but you just do what you do. 


eee ne ee ee ee 








Dr. Strangelove? | R.A. The Rugged Man's interest in cinema goes way back ~ in 1999, he even 





released a single titled “Stanley Kubrick.” PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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HOT TICKETS - THE WEEK’S MUST-SEE SHOWS 


“~, 


FILMMAKER! 
R.A. The Rugged Man 


Manor Euro Lounge | Nov. 14 


Some hip hop stars start up their awn labels, 
some create clothing lines, some hawk en: 
ergy drinks. But we like the way Long Island- 
born MC R.A. The Rugged Man has decided 
to spend his money: by producing and co- 
writing mavies with Frank Henenlotter, the 
horror auteur behind such outrageous cult 
classics as Basket Case and Frankenhooker. 
Their inaugural collaboration (Henenlotter's 
firstdilmin 16 years) is Bad Biology, the heart: 
wartning story of a woman with seven clito 
rises and 2 man with-ait Insatiable mutant 
penis. And they say romance is dead! 





BLUESBREAKER! 


| John Mayall 


Winspear Centre | Nov. 15 


| 
| Onetime Rolling Stone Mick Taylor has said 


that if you want to learn how to play the 
blues, there’s no better way than to play with 
John Mayall. Not many musicians get that 
privilege, but the ones who have do seem to 
go.on to great things: Taylor, Eric Clapton, Pe- 
ter Green, Mick Fleetwood, John McVie, and 
countless others all cut their teeth with May- 
all. Mayall turns 76 at the end of November, 
and he’s still playing, singing, and making 
ecstatic guitar faces with the best of them — 
his most recent album, the dynamic Tough, is 


in stores now. 


agenda {the front | music| on scigen jaits| 


STRINGBREAKER! 


wil 
Brixx Bar and Grill | Nov. 18 


The last time SEE talked to Wil was way back 


| in2007, and an artist known for his energetic 


live shows — his website address is www, 
ibreakstrings.com, for crying out loud — he 
was surprisingly shy and self-effacing: "When 
it.comes to my image,” he said, *I'm the kind 
of person who'd be quite happy to not have 
one. In a sense, | wish | could be represented 
by a photo of a paper clip sitting on the sand 
‘on the beach” He'll be playing songs from 
his upcoming album, /n This Together, at 
Wednesday's gig — and likely breaking guitar 
Strings at a furious... er, clip. 


| classifleds | the back 
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Wandering Ohbijou City And Choler 


Bringing Home The Beacons | Toronto's Ohtijou parked their bags for Muskoka and anit to record thelr most 
recent album. PHOTO BY JESS BAUMUNG 


CANADA'S MASTERS OF WISPY 
INDIE POP ARE TRAVELLING 
EVERYWHERE LATELY, BUT 
THEY'D REALLY RATHER JUST 
REMAIN INDOORS 





OHBLOU 
‘The Pawn Shop (10551-82 Ave). Thu, Now 19 (8pm). 





Casey Mecija thrives on commu- 
nity. Ohbijou, the indie-pop band 
she started in 2004, has flourished 
thanks in large part to a support- 
ive group of fans and music lov- 
ers. But gathering that support isn't 
easy when your home base is in the 
middle of Toronto, an intimidating 
city with hundreds of bands playing 
every night 

“When | first moved here,” Mecija 
says, “it felt like there were a gazillion 
people on one street and | felt like I 
was disappearing. But living here for 





“I didn’t know it was that thematic 
Win 
ter is a pretty isolating season. You 
have time to stay indoors and write 
music.” Beacons came out this sum 
mer, but it might be more appropri 
ate to listen to it now, with wintry 
song titles like “New Years” and 


until afterwards,” Mecija says 


“Black Ice" and many a lyric about 
snow and icicles. 

The band's sound feels bundled up 
for the winter too, with layers of in- 
struments and a lusher sound than 
on the band’s 2006 debut, Swift Feet 
for Troubling Times. “For the past 
couple of records the songs have 
started with me,” Mecija says. “I 
come up with the structure — melody 
and lyrics, basically the bones. But 
the most exciting part of writing is 
when a song is brought to my band- 
mates.” 

The septet is practically a com- 


VANCOUVER CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE WITH HIS NEW CD 


MATTHEW GOOD 


| w/ Mother Mother. Shaw Conference Centre (9797 Jasper 


‘hre). Sat. Nov 14 (1pm). Tickets: $36.50, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.com). 





Matthew Good 
has never made a secret of his opin 


Singer/songwriter 


ions. (It's actually kind of a surprise 
when a Google search for “outspoken 
Canadian singer” doesn't simply take 
you automatically to Good's web. 
site.) Every day seems to deliver him 
a frésh source of outrage. Currently, 


he's upset by the CIA‘s rendition of 


| Egyptian cleric Osama Mostafa Has- 


san Nasr, he’s upset by the Abbots 
ford Heat HINI inoculation scandal 
he’s upset by the shooting at Fort 
Hood — and that's just the last week's 
worth of blog entries: (He also de 
scribes a recent dream in which he 
walked out his front door with a pair 
of .45s and began shooting random 
pedestrians.) And on his ambitious 
new album: Vancouver (his: lth stu: 
dio récording), he takes aim at one of 
his pet topics: the regrettable decline 


of his beautiful, sprawling, overcom 


mercialized hometown 


Vancouver is a relatively young 


| city.” Good explains over the phone. 


‘It's only been in the last 20 years 
that there's been this huge decline 
It's going to be a factor when a city 
suffers from geographic limitations 


| and sells itself as an urban centre 


where people mix everything from 
business, living, and pleasure in 
the same area 
a facade.” 

And Good thinks hosting the 2010 


Winter Olympics, far from giving the 


It's really become 


city newfound international pre 





will only hasten the process. “I vote 


against them,” Good says, “because 
they will saddle this province with an 
enormous debt. I think only two or 
three main events only actually take 
place in Vancouver itself. The infra 
structure is ridiculous. Looking at it 
from a very practical sense, like the 


words 








of Eisenhower, ‘H man’ 
schools or hospitals can you build 
for the price of an aircraft carrier 
We live in a province with the high 
est child poverty rate in the country 
That alone should silence the need 
to host the most expensive winter 
games in history. 
And so Good has bid Vancouver 
goodbye — well, sort of He's still 
within hailing distance. “I lived in 


downtown Vancouver for 15 years, 





he says, “so it was time for a change 


and it’s not 





1 have a stepdaughter 








really a great environment for her. 


I moved last year to Maple F 





tidge 





about an hour east in the valley. Lj 
wanted a place to open up my back 
ad of 


: elevator. You get 





yard and let my dogs run, ir 








up and down i 
older and these things actually be- 
come fantastic.” 

Good received the Mental Health 
Voices 2008 award for promoting 
awareness of mental health issues 
in Canada (his 2007 album Hospital 
Music dealt partly with his bipolar 
and he si 


more North Americans follow 


disorder) ys he'd love to 





see 
his lead and become activists them 
selves. “Because we inhabit a safe 
environment, apathy is ingrained in 
us,” he says. “We covet and enjoy 
it completely. Ultimately for North 
Americans, the most important type 
of ‘activism’ is education. We have 
limited everything in scope down to 
the simplest of explanations. It be- 





music 


Terminal City Terminator | Lou Reed had New York. 
Randy Newman had Los Angeles, and Matthew Good 
has Vancouver. PHOTO BY RAEL 


comes extremely dangerous. As an 





globalist, I don't even know what 








the G20 protestors are doing when I 


watch them. People need to spend 
more time educating themselves so 
the messages become more defined. 
If you can't stay on point, then what's 
the purpose? 

Good is currently in the midst of 
a busy Canadian tour, which should 
give him a chance to see if other cit 
ies are doing any better than Vancou- 
ver. His last visit to Edmonton didn't 
impress him. “The venue was at the 
mall,” he says. “We all had this idea 
that it would be hilarious to stay at 
the Fantasyland Hotel. You sit in the 
Fred Flintstone room and go, ‘Oh my 
God! What's happened in this room?’ 
1 don’t even want to know. There 
are some things that you can't un- 
think. I'll be staying on the bus this 
time around.” 


a 





“WHEN I FIRST MOVED HERE, IT FELT LIKE THERE 
WERE A GAZILLION PEOPLE ANDI FELT LIKE I WAS 
DISAPPEARING. BUT YOU COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT 
TORONTO IS JUST A BIG CITY MADE UP OF LITTLE CITIES.” 





10 years, you come to understand 
that Toronto is just a big city made 
up of little cities and small commu- 
nities, which makes it seem more 
bearable.” Take, for instance, the 
neighbourhood of Trinity-Bellwoods, 
where Mecija, her sister Jennifer, and 
the rest of their seven-person band 
live and make music. 

But when it came time to record 
their sophomore album, Beacons, 
the band made a point of leaving 
those cozy environs and travelled 
to the Muskoka region (with a side 
trip to the Banff Centre). “It's always 
good to step outside of your bubble, 
to either appreciate or dissect where 
your inspiration comes from,” Meci- 
ja says. And inspiration for much of 
the record came from their new sur- 


roundings. 


munity unto themselves — or at 
least a small orchestra, adding the 
warm sounds of glockenspiel, man- 
dolin, cello, harpsichord to Mecija’s 
melodies. “What they come up with 
is always so intriguing and amazing 
to me,” she says. “It's a diplomatic 
situation; we all respect each other's 
abilities and opinions.” 

Hopefully that harmony will con- 
tinue as Ohbijou heads across the 
country on their fall tour, “It's one 
of the perks of being in a band,” 
Mecija says. “I've got a soft spot for 
driving through the Prairies. There's 
something really quite serene about 
driving through something that’s so 
flat, and then hitting the mountains. 
But any time we go out, we discover 
a new city or town or a new town or 
make a new friend.” 
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a beer for every taste 


Sugarboul 


10922 88th Avenue 
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Something Wyrd This Way Gomes 





WYRD FEST 

Featuring Peace, Shearing Piru, Goble Gobble, AHNA, 
Myelin Sheaths, Moby Dicks, The Famines, Frienda, Grown- 
Ups, Ex-Boyfriends, Feral Cldren, Outdoor Miness, The 
Wicked Awesomes!. Krang. JAZZ. Test Patterns & more? 
Casmrapolitan Music Society (8426 Gateway Btvd), Sat, Nov 
14, Tickets: $15, available through Blackbyrd Myoozik. 





“Edmonton is an embodiment of 
the difficulties of living in Canada 
it's cold, it's remote, it's a victim of 
suburban planning. It's a classic ex 
ample of the things that go against 
building a musical scene.” So says 
Aaron Levin, former CJSR music di- 
rector and the man behind Canada's 
most important source for indepen- 
dent Canadian fringe music, the blog 
Weird Canada (weirdcanada.com) 
He's also the central planner of Wyrd 
Fest, an all-day, 16-band event taking 
place in the heart of acity that Seems 
designed to discourage independent, 
challenging, experimental music 

The lineup includes Jocal- indie, 
weird pop, and puke garage (Out- 
door Miners, The Famines, Gobble 
Gobble, Wicked Awesomes!, Krang, 


JAZZ), doom and noise rock from 


Vancouver (AHNA, Shearing Pinx) 
experimental noise-pop from Sas 
Children), echoing 


katoon (Feral 


garage-punk from Lethbridge (Moby 





Dicks, Myelin Sheaths), lo-fi and 
punk from Calgary (Friendo, &x 
Boyfriends, Grown-Ups, The Sharp 
Ends) and even some less-weird 
but still outstanding sounds from 
abroad (Peace) 

Edmonton's remote locale (and 





in November, no less!) is a strange 


(or maybe perfect?) place to stage a 








festival of the bizarre, but Levin 
it as a reflection of Weird Canada's 
online presence. “It almost should 
be ‘Weird Canada Fest,” he says, 
but I wanted to keep it as a vague 
ly separate entity to give it a little 
more freedom and room for growth 
The 


process of curation is the same. It's 


in a way that the website can't 


not all weird music, though my own 
tastes definitely venture into area of 
the fringe musical cosmos. There are 
bands that resonate with me that are 
on musical genre boundaries, none 
of them are signed to major labels 
(or even big indie labels), and they're 
all Canadian.” 

It seems like a festival with a mis 
sion, but Levin says that it came 
together by accident. Six 
bands from Canada's musical fringe 


touring 


Wyrd Sclence | Wyrd Fest organizer Aaron Levin has listened to so much strange music over the years, it all sounds normal to him. PHOTO BY BRITTANY FRASER 


all happened to be playing €dmon 
ton the same day, so Levin decided 
to have them all play together ... and 
then add some more, The brain 
storm looks like it's paid off. “Usu 

ally when you're promoting a show, 

Levin says, “you want people to buy 
advance tickets so there's this cush 

ion there. But now I'm experiencing 
something I've never experienced 
before: I'm trying fo get friends to 
buy tickets so that I don’t have to 
turn them away at the door. 


This is not Levin's first show; he's 





ful all-ages 
es like Steel 
Wheels Pizza and the Bonnie Doon 


previously set up succe: 





shows at eccentric ver 


Bowling Lanes (he's approached 
25 Cent Peeps and Laser Quest 
too, but so far they haven't bit), but 
Wyrd Fest is definitely the biggest 


ssemblage of 








and most complete 
Western Canadian fringe music ever 
assembled. 

It'd be great if Wyrd became 
something that attracted bands to 





Edmonton in the same way that Sled 
Island [in Calgary] and Pop Mon 

treal do in those respective cities,” 
Levin says. “But I have to start slow 
and start small, so at this time I’m 
just trying to take it as it comes. I've 
certainly been stressed out and have 
roadblocks, 


like getting insurance, alcohol, secu 





reached a number 





rity. I mean, it's not easy doing this. 
But it's also been quite rewarding 


and quite successful, so that's really 





encouraging.” 
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isc Of The Week 

BETTY DAVIS 

Nasty Gal/Is It Love Or Desire 

(Ugh nthe Atk) 

kee eD 

Soul sister, sex goddess, funk icon, force of nature: Betty Davis recorded 
only four albums before dropping out of the music business, but no ane 
who's heard her voice will ever forget it. It's less a voice, actually, thana 
gut-wrenching yowl, a defiantly unpretty sound like Etta James used to produce. It's a soulful screech, a camal ry that screams "Fuck 
mel" and "Fuck you!” at the same time. Now the Seattle label Light in the Attic has released her two final albums, Nasty Gal (1975) 
and Is It Love Or Desire (recorded in 1976 but never released), for the first time ever on CD. and if anything, they still feel ahead of their 
time, ferociously feminist and deeply, deeply funky. “You said | was an evil witch!" she snarls on *Nasty Gal,” over top an angular funk 
iff. “You said | was an alligator!" — and she seems determined to live up to the accusations, Every syllable she sings sounds like it was 
tom out of her throat, with the ballad "You & I" (co-written by her ex-husband Miles Davis) serving as a rare moment of tenderness. 
What power! What passion! How did they keep this stuff battled up for 30 years? 

PAUL MATWYCHUK 








Bandin Town 
GRAVITY WAVE 

Gambol 

(Furey Leg Recep) 

at a 

“Bang! Our shit got bang!” chants Gravity Wave 23 seconds into “Bangs” from their psychedelic pop 
Journey Gambol. | couldn't find a better way to sum up these Torontonians arty kaleidoscope of sound 
than their own words. Sorry, but this half-band, half-visual art apparatus full of completely wacky drum 
and bass measures is really, really difficult to pin down. But | suppose their complete abnormality is what makes them so appealing. 
There's a lot of creativity riding on the Gravity Wave — and if you can't pick up on that from listening the trippy Gambol, their live show 
should seal the deal, at least if the advance hype is even halfway true. (Matching hooded unitards, anyone?) Myself, I've never had the 
pleasure of seeing one of their pecullar performances, but if they can recreate even a fraction of the colours | envision while listening 


to this album (imagine Tom Waits at his zaniest combined with Ziggy Stardust at his most theatrical), they should melt the walls and 
minds at The ARTery when they play there on Nov. 18. 
CURTIS WRIGHT 





Star Sour 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

New Moon (Onginal Soundtrack) 
(Atlant) 
tek 





Vampires and indie-rock kids have a lot in common: they both hate sunlight and they both hate hang- 
ing out with anyone who's not part of their exclusive clique. But the star-studded soundtrack to the 
upcoming Twilight sequel New Moon promises to appeal to Pitchfork-reading hipsters as well as the 
teenage girls squealing over Robert Pattinson. | can’t imagine how they talked half of these acts into play ing the teen-vampire prom: 
Death Cab for Cutie, Thorn Yorke, Lykke Li, Bon Iver, St. Vincent, Grizzly Bear all join in this improbable monster mash. Indie fans will 
probably never admit to buying (or downloading) this soundtrack — but you can be sure they'll be listening all the same ... and docking 
the bands a few cool points while they're at it. The truth is, though, while New Moon the filmis likely horrendous, the same definitely 
Can't be said for the soundtrack. Had these songs been released under some other umbrella — perhaps as the soundtrack to some new 
Sofia Coppola movie — it would be a massive success. 

CURTIS WRIGHT 





ve lta 

REM, 

Live at the Olympia 

(Wamer) 

kek te 

“Thank you for participating in our grand experiment.” explains vocalist Michael Stipe about R.E.M’s 
latest live offering. “This is a rehearsal, not a tour, because this is not a show.” Instead, it's @ five-day live 
Practice session that R.E.M. conducted in Dublin in 007, hoping for a strong live vibe that would carry 
through to the imminent recording of 2008's Accelerate. And besides the Accelerate material, the band bums through many of their 
lesser-known songs from as far back as 1984's Reckoning. The experiment paid off — Accelerate had a vigour missing from its mediocre 
predecessors, Reveal and Under the Sun. But as to whether anyone needs to listen to Live at the Olympia... well, that depends on your 
level of R.E.M. fandom. Completists will appreciate hearing them breathe new life into some underrated songs, but casual fans can 
probably content themselves with 2007's R.EM. Live. And maybe | suffer from a short attention span, but how many people could last 
through any band playing 39 songs in one sitting? 

KORTNEY JMAEFF 





Failed Comeback 

BACKSTREET BOYS 

This Is Us 

Une) 

deorirttr 

Remember that sad childhood day when you stopped believing in a certain jolly Christmas visitor ina 
big red suit? Listening to This Is Us, the Backstreet Boys’ latest attempt at recapturing their relevance, 
will bring it all back to you. “Masquerade” is the only track here that comes close to the Boys’ glory days, 
and even that one falls flat fast, going from too slow to too fast and back again, And when Pitbull lends his voice to the overproduced 
“Helpless,” it comes across less as a dance anthem than a scratched CD. The worst part? There isn’t even one solid ballad on the whole 
disc. As someone who did her fair share of swooning over Black & Blue, it pains me to say this, but It’s time for the Boys to accept that 
their fans just don’t believe anymore. Quit playing games with our hearts, Backstreet Boys; move forward and leave the music behind 
MEGAN HALL 








NEON INDIAN 
DEADBEAT SUMMER 
They tried it way back in the “60s, but it 
wasn't until the Nothings that the digital 
sound “hlipt” (off of Tim & Eric Awesome 
Show, Great Job!) finally came into its 
own. Shove it hard, guitar. While 
emo and aggro battled neck 
and neck in the last decade 
for control of hipsters and 
douchebags alike, fun young 
cruzeros like Mexican-bom 
Alan Palomo shot up through 
the middle, perfecting carefree 
strategies of sculpting sound 


| with thelr eves closed, always remembering 


the sadness-denying Japanese harmonies 
their NES consoles sang to them during the 


| “lonely hours.” Those of you old enaugh to 
| remember batshit madness like Fantastica 


| terwash your hands after 
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that used to play on TV at six in the morning 
back in the 70s will be familiar with these 
sun-melted tones, as will fans of everything 
from Tangerine Dream to the rather-more- 
than-stightly mental business of Atlas 
Sound. But what | like about Neon Indian is 
how “classic” it comes off as — Palomaisn't 
fiding on nothing but shoplifted electronic 
sounds; it’s more like, “What the fuck 

else would a person do when 
there is a situation?” 
Lo-fiand more chill than 
three Nermals, you still bet- 


these beats so they don’t 

infect the whole kingdom. 

{t's almost too lazy forme, but 
Death is somewhere just around 

the comer so I'm in a hurry sometimes. Espe- 
cially check out “Mind, Drips,” which is what 
those creepy toy robots in Blade Runner 
should be listening to in the next Director's 
Cut, when the thing goes 3D or whatever. 
KAKI 


DIRTY PROJECTORS 

TEMECULA SUNRISE 

Hooray, those preciously layer-y poops in 
Dirty Projectors have released an EP! Seri- 











LISTEN - BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY — 


ously, is it okay to not suck these guys’ sugar 


canes? Dave Longstreth croons like he keeps 













dentally” sitting on ice dildos while the 
ome Moorish 


sand randomly smashes their edges 





akes disturbin; 


h Tori Amos cassettes. It is the sound 
of a baby being shaken in public 
and there are too many of 
them onstage. This is nat ex- 
perimental melodic music so 
muchas attention-seeking 
datter, And while | mean no 
disrespect to their art-school 
fans, do you guys actually pre- 
tend to not notice there is just one 
good moment on the record — an orchestral 
foop that promises climax and instead has 
a retarded gibbon taking a dump on your 
Proust: The Movie sheets? Compelling job 
playing with the balance knob! Right-click, 
delete. Guh. 
we 


OLD SCHOOL 

TI-RORO, TI-MARCEL, RENEE 
MIRAULT AND FRIENDS 
VOODOO DRUMS IN HI-FI (1958) 

As unforgivable as the packaging is, meant 
to scare your cocktail date’s dress off, 
plus the fact not all of the players 

are credited (! gleaned the 
names of just three off the 
back cover), this is a hypno- 
tizing album of rhythm and 
vocals 





The ethnographers do their 
best to plug this music, recorded 
on location in Haiti more than 50 
years ago. into a safe context — but damn 
fit doesn't just jive with ear-drilling flute, 
Latin-imported merengue. scratches and all 
Hearing such digitally unaffected percussion 
slike standing at the edge of a waterfall 
It's what David Attenborough masturbates 
to. And when Mirault leads her anonymous 
chorus over thase mad flutes | feel myself 
shifting into some kind of growling, hairy 
‘were-gobiin. Look out, midnight refrigerator! 
Keke 














Live Music 


THE NORMALS 


Friday, November 13th & 
Saturday, November 14th 





wwwu.edmontonpubs.com 


‘edmonton « see magazine - Noverriber 12 November 18, 2009+ 17 


Let there be rock! 


Musical instrument store — only at South Edmonton Common. 


1320 99 Street NW 
Edmonton 
(780) 450-7550 


Authorized reseller of; 


“rubs Spe OvMMAKK p> FUTURE SHOP 





MORNING PERSON? 


Come DO YOGA TO 
Cassi 
SCHEDULE @ Www. SHAN 


ue YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


#2, 10026-W2s | SHANTIYOGAGMA,COM 
7ROA71. 9444 | SHANTIVOGASTUDIO. CA 


RED STAR + PARLOUR MAGAZINE + HENNESSY PRESENTS SOUL KITCHEN 
UNDERGROUND FUNK, SOUL, AND DISCO EVERY THURSDAY 
RED STAR 10534 JASPER AVENUE EDMONTON 


DJ JUNIOR BROWN 
| WAYLON SHERRINGTON 
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The largest 





The fastest 





The most reliable. 


Yo ‘ Bell t 





The New Né 


Being with Bell just 


Visit a Bell store * 1888 4-M 
1 866 310-0603 (business) ' 
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HOP TION 


" . i 
BOUTIQUE alteyiative/unique/vintage Qe 
10809 124 Street, Edmonton + 780.451.0094 custom sewing & alteration 


Monday to Saturday llam - 7pm 





PLAY OUR PUZZLE 
GAME AND WIN 
SWEET PRIZES! 


Detials and game card at: 






) Global coverage. 


Costa Rica 


9 Day Costa Rica Quest for $819 








SIM cards 
San José, Arenal Volcano, Monteverde Cloud Forest, Manuel Antonio National Park 
West 
Wyte Avenue at 107 St 
50H ; 
3 ~ 5h S. Unt 108 ert, HUB Mall 780.492.2756 
FORT MCMURRAY c + * 780.439.3096 
19 Riedel St TheAdvetturetravelComoanry com 
— ZIBATeR/D4ON | OC-THOEZSA 
LEDUC — 





Get the 





| 
| 

The best brands. | isi6 sam Ave 
| 


ting | cerHartoce x. ae ee Maas 
Park Place . , 
| Smart Centers Lethbridge 
use DEVANEY’S PUB® 


he Loyd Ma 








MECN aT : 7 9013-88 Avenue, 780.465.4834 
racer @ Live Enxtertairunent 
fa ees 
mia gor November 13th & 14th 
Crossiron Mis Mal Stan Gallant 
twork. an 
a WR _ Novmber 16th 
ot better. WAETECOURT Ido van der Lann 
ILE (consumer) November 20th & 21st 
|| ca/network Brian Gregg 
Open Mic Night, every Wednesday 
Karaoke Wight, every Thursday 
Live Celtic Music, every Sunday 











. valloble ot these retoilers CALGARY LETWORIDGE 
Comect A Prot Communications 2imubile —_ Cosreo. 


‘muble | ND 


— 4 
iEbooth Visible 7 ” WLS c(WIRELESSHAVE? 2. Sada! 
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MUS 


DEVANDRA BANHART 


WHAT WILL WE BE 





MYoodz 
www.blackbyrd 
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ite funniest 
things you'll ever see 


‘Numero uno 


ony funny time list 
EN | 





MUSIC BUZZ - MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS (63 words 


You Win Some, 
You Lose Some 





WILDUFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
PEOPLE WHO SEE LIVE MUSIC 
GET TO RETAIN SOME PRIVACY 
RIGHTS, BUT PEOPLE WHO 
DOWNLOAD IT ARE GOING TO 
BE IN BIG TROUBLE 


It's now official law: Alberta bars can 
collect information on people they 
arbitrarily deem “problem patrons.” 
But before you freak out, though 
there has actually been key progress 
on the matter in terms of our privacy 
rights, specifically regarding the new 
legal prohibition of photo-scanning 
of ID cards, which contain your per 
sonal information (including your 
signature). According to new rules 
set out by the Gaming and Liquor 


ommission 





and Alberta 





bars can no lo make copies of 





our IDs. At all 
As the Calgary Herald put it, “The 
amendments llc establishments 








to ask 


way of 


atrons for identification as a 





verifying their age. Bars can 
also record a patron's name and age 
and take their photo — but they can't 
scan driver's licences or other forms 
of ID. 

Although submitting to a photo as 
a condition of entry into an estab- 
lishment is now completely illegal in 


B.C. — we haven't gotte: 





1 there yet 





my main problem with this system 
has always specifically been the scan 
ning of IDs, a practice which in every 
other sensible circumstance we're 
told to guard against with extreme 
caution, and in no way prevents any 
crimes in already videotaped bars 
and clubs. 

Though I've been sneered at as be 
ing needlessly “old school punk” 
by employees for resisting having 
a digital photocopy of our personal 
information in the brains of some 
strange computer, the province and 
the legal system disagree. We now no 
longer have to be in the uncomfort 
able position of asking a door worker 
why we should trust him with our 
IDs if he doesn’t trust us, Though 
their jobs are fraught with all sorts 
of ridiculous legal liabilities that 
come with babysitting the inebriated 
public, I won't back down from my 
contention that they can do it just 
as well without the privacy intru- 
sion and digital transmission over 
their networks. The bar-code scan is 
enough to determine a person's age, 
after all. Write my name down all 
you like 


It's a step, So next time someone 
tries to scan your ID, feel free to call 
the cops or Gaming and Liquor — it's 


against Alberta rules. 


Which brings us to a much more sin 
ister cloud moving in, one which will 
potentially affect everyone who uses 
the Internet. Recent talks in Seoul 
Korea by country-club  govern- 
ment officials have been thrown in 
order to decide what to “do” exactly 
about this pesky Internet thing 

Pushed over the edge by desper. 
ate, shit-producing Hollywood 
and music industry lobbyists, 
these behind-closed-doors meetings 
are shaping the Anti-Counterfeit- 
ing Trade Agreement, which as 
a title is hardly contentious — who 
could object to stamping out coun- 
terfeiting? Unfortunately, a more ap- 
propriate title would be The Trans- 
formation of Internet Into Police 
State 

You can roll your eyes, but some 
of the actual suggestions the Obama 
administration, which is spearhead 
ing the treaty ratifications, wants 
kept secret for “national security 
reasons are ferociously draconian 


We're dealing with intellectual 








operty agreements that are being 


treated as akin to nuclear secre 





and that just doesn't make any sen: 
at all,” Ottawa law professor Mi 
chael Geist says. “Then, of course 
there's the content side of it. This 
week, they crossed the line into the 
realm of affecting individuals very 
very directly. 

If this fucker goes through, Inter 
net service providers like Shaw and 
Telus would by law be forced to en 
force a “three strikes” rule, policing 
their own customers and cutting en- 
tire households — not just alleged in- 
fringers — off the Internet after three 
accusations of copyright violation 
Basically, Flickr and YouTube could 
collapse under litigation, and again, 
“accusations,” not convictions. It is 
a complete cultural rout — one which 
would attempt to stop us even from 
sharing snippets of our common 
vernacular because we didn’t pay 
someone. Someone who gives CDs 
bad reviews could lose their right 
to quote lyrics, for example. I'm 
not kidding 

Of course, what will really happen 

what always happens — is that the 
technology will evolve further un 
derground. Pirates might trade mu- 
sic via USB connections instead of 
over the Net, for example. But since 
ACTA will be law as soon as possible 
in 2010, you might just want to hurry 
up and download The Complete Cul- 
tural Works of Humankind before 
next year, while it's still technically 
legal in Canada 
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complete listings 
THURSDAY 


AARON PRITCHETT (OOK COUNTY SALOON, 8010-103 ST. 
BRYCE PALLISTER SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 9797 
JASPER AVE. 

EMMYLOU HARRIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. 
‘With Buddy Miller. 

ERNESTO CERVINI QUARTET YARDBIRD SUITE #1) 
TOMMY BANKS WAY 9 p.m. 

JAMES KEELAGHAN FESTIVAL PLACE. 100 
FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK Into: weew. 
festivalplace ab.ca/449-3378, 
KAT DANSER BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 
9624-76 AVE. Tickets: 989-286), 
LES TROIS ACCORDS NEW CITY, 
10081 JASPER AVE. 

(MIKE PLUME BAND STARLITE 
‘ROOM, 10030-102 ST. 

PETER BELEC RIC GRILL, THE 
BRUIN CENTRE, 24 PERRON ST, ST. 
ALBERT 7 p.m. 

RALF BUSCHMEYER QUARTETYAROBIRO 
‘SUITE, #11 TOMMY BANKS WAY 7:30 pum. 





DJ GUNDAM BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE-TOP LEVEL, 10425 
WHYTE AVE. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS | FVE1-2-LOUNGE. 11607 
JASPER AVE. 

MIA FELLOW BUOYS PUB. 117258 JASPER AVE 

PUNK RAWK BINGO NEW CITY, 10061 JASPER AVE Doors 
atdpm. 

SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE, 1030-102 ST, 
Doors at 9pm. 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #716.957-F1R ST. With, 
0) Kenn! Koo. 

TIGHT JAMS THURSDAYS BLACK D06 FREEHOUSE, 10425 
WHYTE AVE With Mike Band Brosnake. 

TOPWISE SOUNDSYSTEM BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
(LOWER LEVEL), 10525 WHYTE AVE. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 
5505-18 AVE. 


FRIDAY 


‘(AARON LINES FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY 
‘SHERWOOD PARK, 7:30 p.m. Tickets: 449-3378 /www. 


| RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE: 730 pum. IRE With (UDP 
Tickets: marymachura.com. ONDA) 
ARNEL snAtTeRoOU onsaestwtnTienoas. | MONDAY 


festivalplace aba. 

ANDY WILCOX CENTURY CASINO, 13103 FORT RO Tickets: 
643-4000. 

BOB TILDESLEY QUARTET YARDBIRD SUITE #1ITOMMY | 
BANKS WAY, B pum. 

‘THE BOYFRIENDS PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE 4 p.m. 
Info: 4883234. 

DAVID ESSIG & RICK SCOTT ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL 
(CENTRE, 10819-71 AVE. Doors at 7 p.m. Tickets: 420-1757. 
DAVID WILCOX CENTURY CASINO, 13103 FORT RD. Tickets: 
wow licketmasterca, 

DINOSAUR JR. STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With Pink 
Mountaintops. | 
FRESH START BISTRO FRIENDLY VILLAGE PUB, 9544-163 
ST. Live music every Friday. 7 p.m. $5 at door. 

HEADWIND JEKYLL & HYDE PUB, 10209-100 AVE. 9pm. 






| LISA HEWITT RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO. WHITEMUD 


seemagazine.com 


THE INHABITANTS YARDBIRD SUITE, #1) TOMMY BANKS 
WAY 8pm. 

LIES FROM ELYSIUM BRIXX BAR & GRILI, 10030-1025. 
With Eticpo and guest. $12 at door 

LIGHTS MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, STUDENT'S UNION 
BUILDING, U OF A Tickets: wow ticket 
LIVE MUSIC STEEPS OLD GLENORA, 124) 


PRAVIN GODKHINDI STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE With Charudatta Phadice 
730 pm. 

SHANNEYGANOCK CENTURY CASINO, 13103 FORT RD, 7 psn. 
Tickets: www tidketmaster.a. 

WYRD FEST COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCEITY, 8426 
GATEWAY BLVD. Fringe music festival with 16 bands. Info: 


ta 
TONY PLAIN RD. 











Doors at 6:30 p.m. 964-6932 
MATT EPP HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, ISI20A STONY PLAIN RO. YVES LEVEILLE SEXTET YAROBIRD SUITE. #11 TOMMY 
(OMEGA CROM RENDEZVOUS PUE, 10108-149 ST. With BANKS WAY B p.m. 


Dead Jes. 


DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 160 DEGREES, 10730-107 
AVE. With Generation IIVEXX. Doors at 10 pum. Info: 
4020, 

DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE 

DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242106 ST 

DU SHER! NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 

THE MENACE SESSIONS BLACK 00 FREEHOUSE. 10425 
WHYTE AVE 

OH SWAP! ARDC BAR & GAIL. 10030-102 ST With Degree 
Cobra Commander, Battery, and guests 

SO SWEET SATURDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #115 957-48 I. 
With OU Love Jones. 

‘SOUND IT UPI BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL), 10625 
WHYTE AVE. With DJ Sonny Grimezz 


4 PLAY FRIDAYS, ENCORE CLUB. #116, 
957-FIR ST. With D) imho Austin 
CONNECTED FRIDAYS BANK 
ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 JASPER AVE 
Local house and interational 
guest Dis 
DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 
180 DEGREES, 10730-107 AVE. With 
Generation IVEXX. Doors at 10 pm. 
infor 414-0733, 
DEEP GROOVES FOR THE SOUL THE 
COMMON, 10124-124 ST. 
DESTROY ROCK & ROLL HALO, 10538 JASPER AVE 
DJ DONOVAN NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE ‘uh 
DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY’ PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE i 
DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR 10242-106 ST. 
[DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE 
FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM (WEM) 
FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, !I607 JASPER AVE. 
FREE AND FRESH FRIDAYS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE-TOP 
LEVEL, 10425 WHYTE AVE. With Marc it Fresh & Free the Di. 
MIND FUNK FRIDAYS TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS, 1018-105 
ST. Doors at 2am. 


ATHIDDA 





(CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-86 
AVE. Hated by Keri-Lynn Zwickes. Doors at 4 pum. 

THE CONSONANCE BLLIES OW WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 
JOHN MAYALL WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE 
PETER BELEC BLUE PEAR, 10643-123 ST. Shaw at 6:30 p.m. 
PRO CORO MALE VOICES WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 
AVE 230 pum. into: www.winspearcentre com. 






[DURUDY ELECTRO BUDDY PUB, TI72SB JASPER AVE. 


ALBERTA BOUND: GORDON LIGHTFOOT TRIBUTE SOUL SUNDAYS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE. 10425 WHYTE 


(nfo: www.starliteroom.ca 
DON BERNER TRIO SORRENTINO’, 4208 CALGARY TRAIL 


r 
SOUTH8nm. BLUE JAY'S MESSY NEST BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 


WHYTEAVE With 0) Blue 
DROPKICK MURPHY'S EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE. DI UY ELECTRO BUYS 12 ACRE 
8882-170 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: www ticketmaster. ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE. 10425 
451-8000. 

WHYTEAVE 
EMMMAGLEE HORIZDW STAGE. 1001 CALAHOO ROAD, SPRUCE 

pe date METAL MONDAYS LAD LOGE, MOBLASPR AYE 

HAIR OF THE DOG BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE lo42swarTE | || \ECT)AV 
AVE Live acoustic. 4pm. <4 ™ 


JIMMY WHIFFEN & PENNY’S WHISTLE ATLANTIC TRAP 
AND GILL 7704-106 ST. 

UVE ACOUSTIC THE HAT, 10257 JASPER AVE Doors at 9 pum. 
‘THE SCHOMBERG FAIR LIKWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER 


OR & WHITEMUD RD, ENOCH 

MAHLER & SCHUBERT WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE 
Presented by the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 8 pn. 
Tidets: wwa.winspearcentre.com. 


MARIA DUNN & JON BROOKS THE ARTERY, 9525 JASPER AVE 

AVET pm. ‘SEBASTIAN KNOX QUARTET YARDBIRO SUITE, #17 
MATTHEW GOOD SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 9797 TOMMY BANKS WAY 

JASPER AVE 


(MELISSA MCCLELLAND AND JUSTIN RUTLEDGE 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 10025-101 ST. DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. DJ 


HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


She's The Top | Snuggled in the C/SR broadcast booth. Clarice Ecktord of Lady ZZ Top makes quality conversation with het special guest, archaeologist Mike 
Casemore. The show airs every Monday from Il a.m. to | p.m. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
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‘DJ XADLIN & JAE MAZE CROWN PUB, 10709-109 ST. 10 pum 
EDDIE LUNCHPAIL BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE, 10425 WHYTE 
AVE 


JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAUUN BISTRO 
5 DUELING PIANO BAR (WEM) Hosted by Dave Babcock and 
his Jump Trio. 

PETER BELEC (OPPER MOT, #] 
452-7800 

SUZANNE LANGOR AND SYLVIA SHADICK-TAYLOR MC 
DOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 1025-101 ST. Show at 12:10 pum. 
SWOLLEN MEMBERS DilNWOODIE LOUNGE, 2ND FLOOR. 
STUDENTS UNION BUILDING, U OF A Info: 492-2048. 

WIL BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST. With Trevor Thi 
9pm 





‘9707-110 ST. 6 p.m. into: 


BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL. #201, 10368 
WHYTE AVE 

GUEST DJ RED STAR, 10576 JASPER AVE. 

RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
WHYTEAVE 

SOUL/BREAKS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE-TOP LEVEL 10425 
WHYTE AVE. With De. Erick 

TREEHAUS WEDNESDAYS THE COMMON, 10126- [24 ST. 
WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIX BAR & GAM 

10030-102 ST. 





HERE COME THE ZOOMERS CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
(COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. | p.m. info 752-4867 

‘J&R GRILL & BAR 4003-106 ST 0 19pm 

LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR ST, ALBERT Doors at 9 pum. 
WAKED CYBERCAFEIO354 JASPER AVE. B am. 








(COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 557 CALGARY TR. Door 
at9pm 

DUELING PLANO SHOWS [VORY (LUE 10304-1171 
Thu8 pom Fri& Sat 9pm 


‘ST. Every 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4 p.m. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 9357-118 AVE Music and 
poetry open ric. Doors at 7 pm 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 55? (41 GARY TR. x 
at 9pm 
‘DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB, 10304-M7 
Thu 8pm. Frid Sat9pm 
UB'S PUB 47/0, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 430 pum 
MORANGO'S TEX CAFE 1018-795. Doors at 7 pam. 
NIP 

BEER HUNTERS 306 ST. ALDERT RO. ST, ALBERT 
EDDIE SHORTS J0713-124 ST. Doors at 9 nm 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 0704-124 ST. Doc 
HULBERT'S 760/185 ST Doows at7 pum 

LIKWID LOUNGE 1008) JASPER AVE. Dooxs at 
Spm. 
NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors 






















HOT PICK mpm 

A SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (WEM) : ey ae 

5 PUB (WEM) cnt SUAVE Doors at 3pum. 
TONOV Dropkick Murph O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB 10616 
CITIZEN & CRITICAL MASS THE t gy WHYTEAVE Doors at pam. 
ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. NOV (ORLANDO'S 2PUB& GRILL #2 
B46 CD release With quests. Bom. 19509-127 ST. Doors at 3 pum. 
COLD FEET VELLOWHEAD CASINO SONGWRITER’S STAGE HIDEAWAY 
1246-59 ST NOV E-4 ALLAGESART SPACE, 10209-100 AVE 
THE DERINA HARVEY BAND ATLANTIC 


TRAP AND GILL, 7704-104 ST. TO NOV 16 info: 

432-46. 

DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB -DOWNTOWN, 
WOOI2 101A AVE. TO NOV 14 

FUNKAFEELYA BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE 
NOV 16-21 

HEY ROMEO RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, WHITEMUD 
DR & WHITEMUD RO. ENOCH TONOY 13 

JIMMY WHIFFEN ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704-104 ST. 
WOVIS-16 

(MISTER LUCKY O'MAILLE'S IRISH PUB, #104, 298 ST. 
ALBERT ROAD, MISSION HILL PLAZA NOY 13-14 9 p.m. infe: 
458-5700. 

‘STAN GALLANT DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 AVE NOV 
Bu 

‘STARS TONIGHT CASINO EDMONTON. 7055 ARGYLL ROL 
WOVB-16 

‘TOO SLIM & THE TAIL DRAGGERS BLUES OW WHYTE, 
10329 WHYTE AVE TONOV 14 


OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 
at?pm. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB, 10306-N11 ST. Every 
ThuBpm. Fis Sat 9pm 








7pm. 


MONT 
UNI 
DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 9013-89 AVE. Doors at 8 pum. 


IVORY CLUB 10304-111 ST. Doors at 8 pm. 
ROSE BOWL /0TTHIT ST. Doors at 9m. 





‘THE DRUID 11605 JASPER AVE Doors at 9 am. 

LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 
SIDELINER’S PUB 1108-127 ST, Doors at 8 pum. 
‘SPORTSMAN"S LOUNGE 6170-50 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
STEPS OLD GLENORA 1241) STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 
730pm. 

WEDNESDAY 

EDDIE SHORTS J0713-124 ST. Doors at $ p.m. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB I5I20A STONY PLAIN RO. 7-30 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 730 pm. 
LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDDLER’S ROOST, 8906-99 
ST. Doors at 8m. 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10360-57 AVE. 
Acoustic bluegrass onty..Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

‘SECOND CUP 12336-102 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 6120-101 ST. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - COMING-OF-AGE DRAMA - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 732 woxts 


Teenage Girls, Beware Of Peter Sarsgaard 


APRECOCIOUS LONDON 
SCHOOLGIRL COMES TO REGRET 
HER FLING WITH A DROOPY- 
EYED OLDER MAN IN AN 
EDUCATION 





AN EDUCATION 

Directed by Lone Scherfig. Starring Carey Mulligan, Petes 
Sarsgaard, Alfred Molina, Olivia Willams, Rosamund Pike. 
Opens Fri, Now 13. 

weet 





An Education is the story of a 
16-year-old girl who believes she is 
smart, but finds out too late that she 
is merely clever. 

The girl is named Jenny, and she 
lives in suburban London in 1961 
She doesn't have to study too hard 
to get good grades in school, and she 
sees no reason why the rest of her 
life shouldn't proceed in the same 
effortless She 
but not frivolous;-fond of spend- 
ing long afternoons in her bedroom 
swooning to French pop records 
and dreaming of one day being that 
woman staring out from the album 


maniier is pretty 


cover, She speaks excellent French, 
by the way, a talent that in her mind 
also marks her as being a cut above 
the ordinary; and when she smokes 
with her girlfriends, she takes care 
to hold the cigarette between her 
fingers in an especially elegant way. 
She doesn’t disrespect her teachers, 
but she clearly also regards them as 
a bunch of stodgy old drudges. Her 
father strikes her as a bit foolish too 
— and indeed, he is easy to make fun 
of, having groomed her since child 
hood for an Oxford education, but 
such a thoroughgoing creature of 
the middle class himself that he's 
terrified of setting foot outside his 
neighbourhood. So one day, when a 
handsome older stranger offers her 
a ride in his car and begins flirting 


charmingly with her, Jenny is beyond 
thrilled — at last, someone has rec 
ognized the sophisticated adult she's 
always known she was inside 

An Education is mainly about 
Jenny's romance with that smooth- 
talking singer, whose name turns 
out to be David, but even though 
David is more than twice Jenny's 
age, it wouldn't quite be accurate to 
call him a sexual predator. True, he 
doesn't tell Jenny the entire truth 
about himself, and true, her inexpe 
rience does make it easier for him to 
dazzle her romantically than it would 
be with a woman his own age. (This 
is clearly a big part of attracts David 
to younger women — it's implied that 
Jenny is merely the latest in a long 
line of schoolgirls he's dated over 


the years.) 
But this is not a secret relationship, 
either: Jenny’s parents, charmed 


by David's ways, even give it their 
y are frequently ac 





blessing; and the 
companied by two of David's friends, 
Danny and Helen. 
Pike is terrific as Helen, a woman 


wonderfully content with her own 


(Rosamund 


shallowness.) 

What's David 
Jenny to all sorts of grown-up plea 
sures: nightclubs, art galleries, clas: 


more introduces 


sical concerts. Helen gives her new 
clothes and a new hairstyle that 
transforms her into a miniature Au 
drey Hepburn, a look that comes in 
handy when David takes her, thrill of 
thrills, on a trip to Paris, Of course, it 
all can't last: David is played by Peter 
Sarsgaard, whose droopy eyelid can't 
help but seem like an unmistakable 
sign of David's untrustworthiness, 
By growing up too fast, Jenny might 
actually be throwing her future away. 
She's just clever enough to do some 
very stupid things. 

Carey Mulligan, who plays Jenny, 





is 24 years old, but she convincingly 
passes for 16 — and even more im 
portantly, she perfectly captures this 
girl’s intelligence and the way it’s 
given her a hunger for experiences 
that her drab surroundings simply 
can’t provide. She has a great speech 
where she tells her teacher (Olivia 
Williams, who's spent about eight 
hours in the dowdying machine) 
how desperate she is to seize life now 
instead of waiting patiently like a 
good little girl and allowing herself to 
turn into an aging, dried-up nobody. 
Alfred Molina is superbly funny as 
Jenny’s father, and Emma Thompson 


SHE’S JUST CLEVER ENOUGH 


TO DO SOME 





The Little Ingenue That Could | Oscar prognosticators are buzzing about Carey Mulligan’ breakthrough performance in An Education. PHOTO COURTESY OF MONGREL MEDIA 


contributes an impeccable cameo as 
the disapproving headmistress of 
Jenny's school 

Sarsgaard is also very good as 
David, more sad than sinister, even 
if his character's dishonesty is tele- 
graphed a little too strongly. But 
that's more the fault of screenwriter 
Nick Hornby, adapting a memoir by 
Lynn Barber. Like all of Hornby's 
work, An Education is cleanly plot- 
ted, with a skilful balance of comedy 
and drama, and a keen sense of how 
hard romantic heartbreak can hit you 
when you're young. But it also feels 
a little lacking in substance — there's 





really only one way to feel about 
anything that happens in Hornby's 
books, and you can probably get ev- 
erything there is to be gotten out of 
them your very first time through 

[hate to hold that against him, be- 
cause I’m sure that effortless-looking 
simplicity is actually the product of 
a lot of hard work, but it also causes 
An Education to end on a note that's 
disappointingly pat and neat, given 
the untidy subject matter. Then 
again, the movie is called An Educa 
tion, so maybe | shouldn't have been 
surprised that it ends with a predict- 
able lesson. 











Sympathy For Mr. Vampire | Kim Ok-bin ts simultaneously attracted to and repelled by her husband's childhood 
friend, a priest who has become a bloodsucking monster, in Thirst. PHOTO COURTESY OF FOCUS FEATURES 
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DVD DICTATOR THESE ARE THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 








VAMPIRES! 


CAST Song Kang-ho, Kim Ok-bin, Shin Ha-Kyun 


The Korean director Park Chan-wook became 
one of the few directors equally idolized by 
highbrow arthouse critics and exploitation 
fans thanks to his so-called “Vengeance Tril- 
ogy” (Sympathy for Mr. Vengeance, Oldboy, 
Sympathy for Lady Vengeance). His 2006 
followup, I'm a Cyborg But That's OK, was 
mostly regarded as a quirky curiosity, but 
Thirst, his spin on the vampire genre, about 
@ priest tumed into a bloodsucker by an ex- 
perimental vaccine, confirms him as a true 
original, willing to try out daring images and 
plot tums in practically every scene. 


T 
| 


VULCANS! 


CAST | Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto, Karl Urban 


Back in 2002, Star Trek had pretty much 
run out of power to its thrusters: Star Trek: 
Nemesis, starring the flabby Next Generation 
gang. was the lowest-grossing Trek film ever, 


while Star Trek: Enterprise was airing to mass. | 


Indifference on TV. But JJ. Abrams ran the 
franchise through the moviemaking equiva- 
lent of the Genesis device, introducing a fun, 
youthful cast (Hi there, Simon Pegg! Here's 
a towel!), a genuine sense of humour, and a 
spirit of high adventure. Ideal popcorn enter- 
tainment — even its gigantically far-fetched 
plot contrivances didn't bug us. 


| VERY TIGHT SHORTS! 


CAST | Sacha Baron Cohen 


Will the La Toya Jackson scene make it into 
the DVD? In the original cut of Brino, the 
| fame-hungry, flamboyantly gay fashion jour- 
nalist Bruno set up an interview with La Toya, 
hoping to distract her, steal her cellphone, 
| and get her brother Michael's phone number. 
| But when Michael's unexpected death just 
twoweeks before Brino’s release date sort of 
dampened the scene's comic impact, Cohen 
(in a rare lass of nerve) removed it and re- 
placed it with a similar scene featuring Paula 
Abdul It can't still be “too soon” to unveil the 
| La Toya version, can it? 
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Much Ado About Button 


WARNER BROS. PICTURES: 


THE BOX'S ATTEMPTS AT 
SUSPENSE AND MORAL 
PROFUNDITY ARE AS 





Directed by Richard Kelly, Staring Cameron Diaz, ames 
arden Frank Langella. How playing, 
wera 





As the closing credits for The Box 
scrolled up the screen and I shuffled 
out of the theatre, I trailed behind a 
married couple. Like the rest of us, 
they were trying to make sense of 
what they had just seen. The hus. 
band shook his head as he turned 
towards his wife, and asked where 
exactly things had gone wrong. To 
which she replied, “They made the 
movie.” 

Touché 

The Box isn't just bad; it's ohmy 
fuckinggod terrible. As you pray 
to be released from the clutches of 
this time-suck, many questions will 
whirl around in your head, but not 
ethical or interpretive ones; Why did 
Cameron Diaz agree to do this mov 
ie? | know TV shows can jump the 
shark, but can whole careers? Why 
did director Richard Kelly (of Don 
nie Darko fame) figure he could set a 
“thriller” in the '70s? Everything just 
looks silly in the '70s. (Even the word 
"“macramé” makes me giggle.) Why 
am I here? Not like, in-the-universe 
here, but in-the-theatre here, wast 
ing my life away. Who can be held 
accountable for this? 

But of all these questions, there is 
one I'd like answered most of all — 
and it's the one which doubles as the 
movie's premise: Who would push 
the fucking button? Seriously. 

The plot of The Box is as follows: 
Creepy dude, calling himself Arling- 
ton Steward (Frank Langella) shows 





Southland Tales Is Looking Pretty Good By Comparison | Director Richard Kelly stumbles for the © 


up on the doorstep of Norma (Diaz) 
and Arthur Lewis’ (Marsden) subur 
ban barn. Dude gives them a button, 
telling ther that if they push the but 
ton they will receive a million dollars 
— but someone, somewhere, whom 
they do not know, will die. So... do 
you push the button? 

The answer, to me, seems obvious. 
Sure, the thing could all be a weird 
joke, but if there were even a minute 
chance someone would die as a re- 
sult, I would never push the button 
But upon discussing the situation 
with a few co-workers and friends, I 
realized | might be in the minority. 
Quite a few justified the act by hop- 
ing an evil dictator or a serial killer 
(or Cameron Diaz) would die. And 
when average schoolteacher Norma 
Lewis, with her average income and 
average life, pushes le bouton, she 
uses the same sophistry to justify her 
act. Following this lazy logic all the 
way through, Norma is now part of 
the pool of murderers that would be 
okay to kill by proxy. 

I'm thinking Kelly was going for an 
“everyman gets thrown into an ex- 
treme, inexplicable situation, leading 
to grisly tension” deal. But he fails 


so spectacularly, it's comical. Kelly's | 


problem is that he gives up the ghost 
And I mean that literally — he tells 
the audience what is behind all the 


strangeness, not in some theatrical 


reveal near the end, but mid-drama, 


ima leaky kind of way 

Spoiler! As the narrative “devel- 
ops,” we find out that the button is 
really an experiment set up by aliens 
to see if the human race is worth 
saving. According to the movie (and 
about half my friends), humanity is 
failing. Zombie-esque employees of 
Steward's are planted everywhere to 
keep tabs on the Lewises, and once 
the button is pushed, they ensure the 
endgame. Though at various points 
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@ preposterous The Box. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
in the film Norma and Arthur are 
presented with red pill/blue pill-type 


decisions, givi 





g 2 false impression 
of agency, But unlike Neo’s choice 
these ones aren't real — the game 
runs a course set by the aliens until 
the inevitable finish 

OF course, we're warned of the re 
sult early on when Norma, brandish 
ing her Farrah Fawcett flip, chases 
after Steward as he retreats to his car. 
When he pauses, she feverishly asks 
how she can “make it stop.” With a 
grand close-up Langella turns, grav 
els up his throat and replies, “The 
button has been pushed.” It's sup: 
posed to be eerie People snickered 
But by the end of the movie I really, 
really wished she hadn't pushed the | 
button — not for the sake of human: 
ity, but the sake of my sanity. 








osts of 
Girlfriends 
Past in stores now 
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Coco Before 
Chanel 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:10pm 


SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:00pm 


RATED: PG. sian mcceunt seme: 


A Serious Man 


Nightly @ 6:50pm 


SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:30pm 


SERIOUS 


ont 
a 


RATED: 144 


The September 
Issue 
Nightly 9:00pm, 


(PTEMBER 


ISSUt 





RATED: PG. 


Visit us online @ 
magiclantertheatres.ca 
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MOVIE GUIDE- WHAT'S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 





OPENING THIS WEEK 


2012 

John Cusack, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Amanda Peet, 
and Thandie Newton star in The Day After 
Tomorrow director Roland Emmerich's in- 
sane disaster epic, in which the ancient Ma~ 
yan prophecy that the world will end in the 
year 2012 comes true. 


AND THE REST IS DRAG 
A shot-in-Edmonton documentary from di- 


Danielle Peers about the local “drag king” 
scene. Showing with Invasion: The Lesbian 
Beauty Queens, a 1999 documentary by 
Caz Gorham and Frances Dickenson about 
a British beauty pageant for lesbians. Metro 
Ginema: Mon, Nov 16 (8pm) 


THE BEST OF BUCK ANGEL 

A selection of highlights from films starring 
the transsexual porn actor, followed by a 
Q&A. Part of Exposure: Edmonton's Queer 
Arts and Culture Festival. Metro Gnema: Fri, 


ANEDUCATION 

Carey Mulligan, Peter Sarsgaard, Alfred Mo- 
lina, and Rosamund Pike star in Italian for 
Beginners director Lone Scherfig's coming- 
of-age drama about a precocious teenage 
girl In 1960s London who falls in love with a 
charming but ultimately untrustworthy older 
man. Screenplay by Nick Homby, based on 
the memoir by Lynn Barber. 


PIRATE RADIO 
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Bill Nighy, Rhys 
fans, and Kenneth Branagh star in Love Ac 





tually writer/director Richard Curtis’ comedy, 
set In 1966, about a ramshackle crew of DJs 
who illegally broadcast music to rock-starved 
listeners from a ship located off the shore of 
Great Britain. 


ALSO PLAYING 


THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS 

They picked the wrong main character: the 
backstory about a bizarre U.S. military pro- 
gram to create a platoon of “psychic spies” 
Is rich in comic possibilities, but instead, half 


the movie is about a wide-eyed reporter's 
misadventures in the Iraq desert. Likable 
enough, but still kind of a misfire. 
wee 


MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS 1S IT 

We can't improve on critic James Rocchi's 
description of this collection of cobbled- 
together backstage footage of Michael 
Jackson rehearsing his comeback series of 
concerts: It's “a death march cut to look like 
a victory lap.” 

Ka 


rectors Melisa Brittain, Shani Mootoo, and — Now 13 (9pm) 
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CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
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LOVE HAPPENS 
FetSen 145,415, 655, 725, 11:50; Saars 145,415, 655, 


Po 


°C 


JENNIFER'S: 
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Sit Down, You're 
Boating The Rock 





The Sails Of Hoffman | Philip Seymour Hoffman rules the airwaves and the ocean waves as a 


Pirate Radio, PHOTO BY ALEX BAILEY 


CENSORS ON THE HIGH SEAS IN 
THE SCRUFFY PIRATE RADIO 





PIRATE RADIO 

(Directed by Richard Curtis. Starring Philip Seymour Hoffman. 
Tom Sturridge, Bll Nighy, Nick Frost, Rhys fans, Kenneth 
Branagh. Opens Fri, Nov 13. 

wake 





The British ensemble comedy Pirate 
Radio tells a pretty familiar slobs 
vs.snobs story, but does so within 
an unusual historical setting, 

It's 1966, British rock is at its cre 
ative zenith, but almost none of it is 
being heard on the radio — according 
to an opening title, BBC Radio was 
playing less than 45 minutes of pop 
music a day. The void was filled by 
pirate radio stations located on boats 
anchored in the North Sea; these sta- 
tions may not have technically been 
breaking any laws, but, if you believe 
Pirate Radio, their irreverent con 
tent was enough to make the stodgier 
members of the establishment want 
to cook up some pretext for shut 
ting them down anyway. Represent 
ing the shaggy, freedom-loving rock 
‘n’ rollers, we have Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, Nick Frost from Hot Fuzz, 
Rhys Darby from Flight of the Con 
chords, and Bill Nighy, looking regal 
and knife-thin in a tailored plaid suit 
Representing the forces of repres- 
sion, we have Kenneth Branagh as a 
bureaucrat with a weedy little mus 
tache and his right-hand man, who is 
literally named “Twatt.” The deck is 
clearly stacked in rock's favour. 

Pirate Radio was originally re 
leased in Britain under the title The 
Boat That Rocked — about 20 min: 
utes have been removed for North 
American audiences, but having 
seen both versions, I can tell you that 
you're not missing anything ternbly 
important, just a few glimpses of 
nudity and some disposable musical 
montages, If anything, the cuts have 
turned a pretty baggy 135-minute 
film into something... well, still kind 
of baggy, actually, but with fewer 
group dance numbers to sit through 

Writer/director Richard Curtis (the 
powerhouse British comedy writer 


searing OF in 





behind everything from Blackadder 
to Mr. Bean to Four Weddings and a 


Funeral) maintains a light touch for 
most of the film, and it’s only during 
the protracted 


climax that he starts 


laying on the roll will nev- 
stuff a little thick. Up until 


then, Curtis is content 


‘rock 'n/ 
er die! 
simply to let 
us hang out with the DJs as they play 
records, goof off, and snog the mini- 
skirted groupies they arrange to have 
ferried in every couple of weeks. In 
1966, 
such a powerful aphrodisiac that 
even a DJ as mountainous as Nick 
Frost could get more action than just 
about anyone else on board 


rock music was app 





ently 


Our ostensible main character is 


not so lucky, however: he’s the ship's 


newest crewmember, a cute but shy 
lad named Carl (Tom Sturridge) 
whose job is to... uh... to try and lose 
his virginity, apparently, since that's 
the only task we ever see him per 
form. Sturridge is kind of a nonen- 
tity — he seems to think it would be 
impolite to do anything that might 
steal even the slightest bit of atten 
tion from his co-stars — but I sup: 
pose in a movie like this, you need 
someone who isn't constantly trying 
to be amusing. He's like the little bit 
of dead air between channels on the 
radio dial that keeps all the signals 
from overlapping 

It's an uneven movie — a subplot 
involving Mad Men's January Jones 
— but after the 


carefully calculatedsentiment of Love 


is particularly bizarre 


Actually, it's good to see Richard Cur 
tis doing something a little bit more 
sloppy and rowdy. It's beautifully 
cast, right down to the smallest role 
(Francesca Longrigg, for instance, is 
hila 


neth Branagh's joy-starved wife), 





rious in her single scene as Ken- 


and it's the second movie opening in 
Edmonton this week, along with An | 
Education, to feature a perfect little 
cameo from Emma Thompson. I'm 
starting to wonder if every British | 
film now requires her to drop by at 
some point for a visit, If not, maybe | 
they should draw up some kind: of | 
regulation forcing her to. That's the 
kind of government control of the | 
arts even the outlaw DJs in Pirate 
Radio could support. 
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Coats for Kids and Families 
United Way's campaign to help families and individuals 
E With limitediresources stay warm during our harsh winter. 


a Donate new and gently worn coats at SEE #200, 10275 Jasper Avenue 


Cold 


PETER ALFRED ROSAMUND DOMINIC OLIVIA EMMA CAREY 
SARSGAARD MOLINA PIKE COOPER WILLIAMS THOMPSON MULLIGAN cs Jenny 


-Peter Howell, THE TORONTO STAR -Liam Lacey, THE GLOBE AND MAIL 


“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR’ 


-KenneTH Tusan, Los Angeles Cimes 


1. 0,.0.8.8.8 


“DO NOT MISS IT!” 


-John Griffin, THE GAZETTE 


‘A MIRACLE OF A MOVIE!” 
Peter Travers, ‘Rofling Stone 


(HIGHEST RATING) 


“ONE OF THE BEST OF THE YEAR’ 


“LeaH ROZEN, People -CHRisTY LEMIRE, Associated Press “REx REED, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 


From Nick Hornby. 
Writer of 
TA BOY 
and 
HIGH FIDELITY, 


Directed by LONE SCHERFIG. Screenplay by NICK HORNBY 


© 2008 AN SUCATION OSTRENTION OD 
y 
PG] PG) Soauecr marten TIONS 


a WWW SOMYCLASSICS.COM 
S sses@Po mmm). x: SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY!\—omeu 


Check theatre directories for 
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VISUAL ARTS PREVIEW « RELIGIOUS ART - BY MARI SASANO |709 wots 


All Things Bright, Beautiful, And Glowy 


IN KEITH MURRAY'S NEW 
EXHIBITION, GOD ISN'T JUST 
OMNIPOTENT; HE'S LUMINOUS 
AND TRANSGENDERED 


AND THE PEOPLE BOWED AND PRAYED 
By Keith Murray, Latitude 53 Gallery (10248-106 St) 
ToNov2B. 





Keith Murray was raised Pentecos 
tal, but for some reason, it was the 
tradition and iconography of the 
Catholic church that drew him in. “I 
think I might have been a nun in a 
past life,” he jokes, “I wouldn't con 
sider myself a Christian anymore. | 
think where | am now, I’m looking 
a the romantic lore of religion and 
reinterpreting it.” 

The’ Calgary-based artist has done 
so ona grand scale with his exhi 
bition And the People Bowed and 
Prayed. Married with a pop-culture 
sensibility, that fascination has man 
The Neon God We 
a glow-in-the-dark shrine 


ifested itself as 
Made,” 
to every glow-in-the-dark deity he 
could find, including Christian, Bud 
dhist, and Hindu figureheads, col 
lected over the years from religious 
supply stores, travels overseas, and 
the internet 

‘I'm a crow: I'm attracted to shiny 
objects,” Murray says. “And I grew 
up in the rave scene, with the black 
light culture. In my first experience, 
I was 14 or 15, and I was blown away 
with the underground culture, the 
idea of peace, love, unity, and re 
spect. No matter how effed up you 
were! It was a completely different 
world, and I felt accepted 

We live in a culture where it's fair 
to pick and choose the best from the 
world religions. For me, it seems 
weird to just pick one and follow it 
blindly. It's a buffet; there's no point 
in only having one dish. And I think 


multiple perspectives are important 
part of learning about ourselves, and 
an important part of spirituality. 
Murray denies that spirituality is 
at odds with such kitschy pop cul 
In fact, he bel 


should give pop culture mo 


ves we 
redit 


I've had a love/hate relationship 


ture junk 





with pop culture. I'm a pop artist, 
using those images and symbolism 
But I've gotten over the angst about 
it — for the most part, we have to 
look for the messages and divinity in 
our culture.” 

Along with that piece, he has also 
included a video, “The Dolly Shot, 
wherein Murray explores gender and 
sexuality through images of Dolly 
Parton and the notion of a breasted 
Christ. “It's ironic to discover Tibet 


an deities, made in China,” he notes. 








It’s totally absurd. Dolly Parton is 
sort of like that: she’s a pop icon with 
all the plastic surgery that goes with 
it, but there's something about her 
that is lovely and so human. 

I've often fantasized that Christ 
is transgender. Then | remembered 
that [medieval English mystic] Julian 
of Norwich saw Christ as mother, 
with breasts. And in Revelation, John 
has a vision of Christ in a gold girdle 
about his breast, which some trans 
late as ‘chest,’ but it's a word that 
refers specifically to female breasts 
And Dolly is known for her breasts 

Oddly enough, so is Murray. “I was 
born biologically male, but when I 
went through puberty, I grew breasts 
and I had a double mastectomy at 14 
I blocked that out of my memory un: 
til I started to work on this, and part 
of itis about healing that.” 

The song “I Will Always Love You 
is central to “Dolly Shot" — Parton 
sings it at the end of the 1982 film 
The Best Little Whorehouse in Tex- 
as as she gently lets Burt Reynolds 


46 I'VE ALWAYS FANTASIZED 
THAT CHRIST IS TRANSGENDER. 








A Shrine That Shines | What's the one thing all great religions have in common? According to Keith Murray, it’s thelr eagerness to make glow-in-the-dark figurines of their 





major deities. PHOTO COURTESY OF LATITUDE 53 
down to pursue a political career, It’s 
about letting go of love that doesn't 
work, but it's also a metaphor for 
leaving behind a self-image that no 
longer works and giving permis- 
sion to change. But, not to be out- 
done, Murray upped the ante on 
gestures of self-acceptance with 
a performance that involved him 
marrying himself, in a ceremony in 


Las Vegas. 

“When I did that performance 
there was all this hubbub about gay 
marriage,” Murray says. “I'm a hope 
less romantic, but | don't know if I'm 
interested in this normative tradition 
about possession of property. But I'm 
easily seduced by tradition! | thought 
about all those nuns married to God, 
and I decided to get married to my 





higher self 
“We don't stick it out with one 


job and one partner. We are free to 
pursue what we want. But do we 
put too much emphasis on finding 
something outside of ourselves? I've 
always said, ‘If we don't look within, 
we go without.’ The greatest inquiry 
is ‘Who am 1?’ and answering that 


takes commitment.” 








Life Of Ryan | Director. playwright, educator, musical enthusiast, father of talented daughters: few 
people enriched Edmonton theatre culture more than Tim Ryan. PHOTO BY RACHEL SILVER BOWRON 
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ARTS NEWS REMEMBERING TIM RYAN, MUSICAL THEATRE’S BEST FRIEND 





| first met Tim Ryan when | was assigned to 
Interview him about My One and Only, which 
he was directing at Grant MacEwan. Like 
so many other shows he mounted at that 
school, it was a joyful production of a musical 
that probably never would have been staged 
in Edmonton if it wasn't for him. And like so 
many other interviews | would have with him 
over the years, he was bubbling over with en- 
thusiasm for the project — both for the young 
cast (which included Vanessa Sabourin, Dave 
Stone, and Lisa Orth, all clearly bursting with 
talent) and simply for the whole wonderfully 
exhausting prospect of getting another mu- 
sical off the ground. He was a sweetheart. 
Tim Ryan died last Thursday night at the 


age of 62 of congestive heart failure compli- 
cated by HINI, and he leaves behind a stag- 
gering legacy of hundreds of shows — some 
of them at Grant MacEwan, where he ran 
the theatre arts department, some of them 
productions of his professional company 
Leave It to Jane, plus a whole bunch of Fringe 
shows, benefits, and cabarets. | can't think 
of too many people who loved putting on 
theatre to the extent that Ryan did. Even low 
budgets didn't faze him — the sets of many 
Leave It to Jane shows consisted of nothing 
more than a few wooden boxes, 

Asa theatregoer, | cherished the way Ryan 
made it his mandate to stage as many rare 
and off-the-beaten-path musicals as he 


could: Floyd Collins, Violet. The Green Heart, 
many more. He'd stage Stephen Sondheim 
flops like Merrily We Roll Along and Anyone 
Can Whistle, knowing that no one else would 
bother — or give them as much loving atten- 
tion. He probably had a list of dazens more 
that now, sadly, he'll never get around to. 
And as a journalist, | always looked forward 
to talking to him — his enthusiasm (and his 
breezy, encyclopedic knowledge of theatre 
history) made each article a snap to write 

A celebration of Ryan's hugely productive 
life will take place Friday, Nav. 13 at 4 p.m. in 
the John L Haar Theatre at Grant MacEwan. 
All are invited. There will undoubtedly be a 
lot of singing. —Paul Matwychuk 
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EVENT PREVIEW - QUEER ICON - BY TRENT WILKIE 95) wos 


Sir, I Like Your Vagina 


TRANSSEXUAL PORN STAR 
AND EDUCATOR BUCK ANGEL 
TURNS TRADITIONAL IDEAS OF 
MASCULINITY ON THEIR HEAD 





‘THE BEST OF BUCK ANGEL 

Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Otadel). Fri, Nov 13 (9pm), 
IMAGING SALON 

Latitude 53 Gallery (10248-106 St), Sat, Nov 14 (3-69mn), 
‘LOUD & QUEER CABARET 

LaGité Francophone (8577-91 St). Sat, Nov l4 (7:30pm) 
REALLY BIG GROUP SHOW 
‘Steamworks (11745 Jasper Ave), Sun, Nov 15 (7-Tlpm) 


For a guy, Buck Angel has an awe: 
some vagina, 

“Vagina — | hate the word vagina,” 
says pornographer/educator Buck 
Angel. “I prefer to use the word 
‘pussy.’ “Vagina,’ it seems so yucky. 
No wonder people can't wrap their 
minds around it. It's not cute.” 

Sorry, let me start again. For a guy, 
Buck Angel has an awesome pussy. 
And let me preface that by saying | 
don't recommend Googling “Buck 
Angel” if you are at work, around 
children, or are offended by hardcore 
gay sex starring one of the world’s 
most influential transsexual artists. 
Actually, I take that back — go ahead. 
Get decadent. 

Angel, who is the headline speaker 
at Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts 
and Culture Festival, is a study in 
contrasts. At an early age, he knew 
something was different about him- 
self. His inside didn’t match his out- 
side, and that feeling of “wrongness” 
only grew as he got older. Drinking 
and drugs worked for a while as a 
coping mechanism, but he knew he 
had to make a decision. Well, he had 
to make several. 

“I could go on for hours about 
my dramatic childhood, but it re- 
ally wasn’t that bad,” Angel says. 
“It's more about dealing with being 
a man trapped in a woman's body 
that was horrific. But when I started 
doing my pornography, | started to 
empower myself. By putting my- 
self out there in the world, exposing 
myself completely — physically and 
in a way mentally — I had to take it 


Ready To Explode | Buck Angel may not havea penis, but he's the most masculine person in just about every 
room he enters. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


was he just another porn star. Not 
only did he begin to care more about 
whom he was, but he started to care 
more about what he was doing. 
“When | first started in porn, | had 
no idea what was going on,” Angel 
says. “I said to myself, ‘I'm going to 
do this, I'm going to make porn and 
I'm going to kick ass in the adult en- 
tertainment business.’ That didn’t 
happen that way. It was really, really 
difficult, In some cases, the industry 
was very mean to me and it was re- 





but I just cannot believe that I started | 


in porn and now it has changed into 


something so much more. | feel very | 


excited that I'm doing things to edu- 
cate the world on issues that are so 
important and haven't really been 
talked about before.” 

For Angel, the chance to speak at 


Exposure represented a unique op- | 


portunity. The organizers asked him 


to screen some of his work as he has | 


done at other festivals in the past 
But he's a bit tired of sitting through 





“THE REST OF THE WORLD IS FREAKED OUT BECAUSE IT CANNOT 
UNDERSTAND HOW I CAN BE A MAN AND HAVE A VAGINA.” 





4s an empowerment thing or I was 
going to get beaten up. People were 
writing the most horrendous e-mails 
you can’t even imagine. ‘You freak, 
I'm going to kill you, what is wrong 
with the world’... the most insane 
stuff that was coming at me from 
all angles. Pure hate. People couldn't 
handle who I was or what I was do- 
ing. So, | either had to quit or deal 
with it and I decided to deal with it 
That is when I knew I loved myself. 
That is empowerment.” 

His life was different after that. No 
longer, and it feels weird saying this, 


ally disrespectful. But now it's differ- 
ent. I'm standing up and saying, ‘I'm 
going to make the adult movie world 
realize that there is more than just 
the vanilla sex they put out there.” 
After a while, I started to get pretty 
successful with that. 

“Then all these things started hap 
pening and I became somewhat of an 
educator. | had no idea that schools 
would want me to come in and speak 
and different types of events would 
want me tocome in and talk about my 
work and show it. I feel really sort of 
blessed. I'm not religious in any way, 
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Buckback Mountain, V Is for Vagina, 
and Pig Ass, so Angel came up with 
something new. 

“I've always felt uncomfortable 


screening my porn,” Angel says. “It’s | 


a very weird thing to screen porn. 
Porn is made to watch and have sex 
to or to jack off to. It's not something 
where you have a bunch of people 
sit down and watch. It's just not that 
kind of a film. So, I wanted to make 
something special for this show, It's 
called The Best of Buck Angel and 
what I've done is I've taken snippets 


BUCK cont'd on p.29 


THEATRE PREVIEW - CABARET - BY KATHLEEN BELL | 35 warts 


Queernocopia! 


A Very Reasonable Price | “It's impo 
Nancy Price about her sexual Identity. PHOT 
EVEN AFTER 18 YEARS, 
DARRIN HAGEN CONTINUES 
TO BE SURPRISED BY THE 
GOINGS-ON AT LOUD & QUEER 


SUPPLIED 





LOUD & QUEER CABARET 

Hosted by Darrin Hagen and Kristy Harcourt. La Cité 
Francophone (8627-9) St) Tickets available through TDK on 
the Square (420-1757/tixonthesquare.a). 





If you want the brief version, Dar 
rin Hagen — host, director and cu 
rator of Edmonton's annual Loud & 
Queer Cabaret — describes the event 
best: “There will be three stunning 
acts of variety. Every range of the 
| queer experience in every artform 
we can put onstage.” That includes 


short plays, poetry readings, musi 
| cal performances, stories, film, drag 
happenings, and an interview with 
a porn star. “Whaa?” you exclaim 
monocle popping from your eye. “An 
interview with a porn star?” 


yell, we are part of Exposure, Ed- 
monton’s Queer Arts & Culture Fes: 
tival,” explains Hagen, “and they're 
| bring in Buck Angel, who is, okay, 
| you ready for this? Born a woman, 





is NOW a man, except where it prob: 
ably would count and does porn 
Basically a man with a vagina. What 
a human being like this does is chal- 
lenge almost every single level of our 





tue to yourself,” says folk singer (and Loud & 


umes) 


binary gendered society. He's really 


using his body as a gender warrior.” 
(Curious? | bet you are! Read Trent 
Wilkie’s interview with Buck Angel 
at left for more.) 

As the cabaret draws near, how we 
categorize ourselves is also’ at the 
forefront of folk artist Nancy Price's 
mind. “If someone wants to know 
what your orientation is, it's easy to 
say, ‘Well, I'm a lesbian’ and people 
sort of know what that means,” she 
notes as we chat about her upcoming 
L&Q performance — her third in as 
many years. “I personally am not so 
easily categorized and I'm being true 
to myself when I bring my husband 
to Pride events. It's important to be 
true to yourself even if you can't 
clearly and quickly communicate 
what that means to people.” 

And there's nothing like a delight- 
ful, exuberant two-night display of 
creativity to help sift through what 
gender and self means to you. Even 
17 editions of Loud & Queer behind 
him and an 18th on its way, Hagen 
assures me there's always a perfor- 
mance that surprises even him each 
year. “I look for a spark,” he says, 
“and a future where someone walks 
onto the stage and I go ‘Ah, I can see 
where they're heading!’ And let's 
help them get there.” 
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An Education 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:00pm 
SAT & SUN 


MATINEES @ 1:00pm 


RATED: PS 
MATURE SUBJECT MATTER 


FREE POPCORN AND MOVIE 
‘SAT, NOVEMBER 14 4:00PM 


visit us online at 
magicianterntheatres.ca 
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BOOK REVIEW - TV HISTORY - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON je33 wens 


Mmmmm... Unauthorized! 


JOHN ORTVED’S ORAL HISTORY 
OF THE SIMPSONSIS FULL OF 





By John Ortved. Greystone Books. 332 pp. $34.95. 
eek 





There's a juicy sentence tucked away 
near the end of John Ortved's preface 
to The Simpsons: An Uncensored, 
Unauthorized History, one that neat- 
ly describes the new book's appeal 
for fans of the canonical, endlessly 
quoted, longest-running sitcom in 
TV history. In explaining why he 
structured his book as an oral his- 
tory, compiled from both original in- 
terviews and excerpts from old ones, 





Ortved says that his approach is all 
the more logical because of “the lack 
of cooperation from Jim Brooks and 
the current Simpsons staff 

The subtext in this line is clear: if 
you want to find the dirt they — i.e, 
executive producer Brooks, creator 
Matt Groening, and the voices of the 
Simpsons themselves — don’t want 
you to know, you've come to the 
right place. 

I'm not sure how well Ortved, a 
29-year-old former Vanity Fair staff- 
er, is able to follow through on this 
delicious subliminal promise, but his 
Uncensored, Unauthorized History 
is nonetheless a well-told patchwork 
that shines formidable light on the 
show that over the past 20 years has 
earned its parent network $3 billion 
in revenue, a Peabody Award, a star 
on the Walk of Fame, and 23 Emmys 
(though, curiously, never one for 
Outstanding Comedy Series) 

The story begins when Groening, 
then a syndicated underground car 
toonist, comes to the attention of 
mega-writer/producer Brooks, who 
commissions a series of 30-sec 
ond interstitials to run as part of 
The Tracey Ullman Show. Before 
Jong, these quirky clips overshad 
owed the rest of the show, which is 
when the then-fledgling Fox: Net 
work took a risk the established 
networks wouldn't: they put an ex 
pensive, adult-oriented cartoon in 


prime time 





yciKen Cameron 
“acomicgem” 
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Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Avenue ii 
www.shadowtheatre.org 


Tickets: 780-434-5564 
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| Swartzwelder, 


Cue Bartmania 
and “creative differences.” Cue anew 


Cue in-fighting 


benchmark for modern comedy. 
As 
make clear, a lot of this information 


Ortved's numerous citations 


is not new, and as a result it's pos 
sible that bigger fans than myself (I 
put myself somewhere around the 
65th percentile) may already know 
the bulk of these anecdotes. But if 
nothing else, the oral history for 
mat allows for the timeline to really 
breathe, and presents shared experi 
ences from multiple — and frequent 
ly conflicting — angles 

Consider the ongoing question of 
whether Groening deserves as much 
credit (and money) as he continues 
to receive for the show's success. The 
general consensus in the book is no, 
but while many of the early staffers 
admit that Groening was a creative 
visionary and a more-than-affable 
boss, a particularly disgruntled as 
sistant to executive producer Sam 
Simon claims to have despised the 
show's creator so much she nick 
named him “Fat Fuck Groening.” 

Ortved also devotes a substantial 
number of pages to the legendary 
writers’ room, where, for the first 
few seasons, a bunch of the funni- 
est people in America sat around a 
table and cranked out dozens of clas- 
sic scripts, one after another. These 
writers included current 
Show host Conan O'Brien — whom 
Ortved does interview firsthand — 
as well as George Meyer and John 
two senior writers 
who take on near-mythic status in 
the eyes of their peers and succes- 
sors. For comedy nerds, these chap 


| ters are the real payoff. 


Still, the book is not without flaws 
The absence of fresh quotes from 
Groening and Brooks undoubtedly 
leaves a gap in the story. And Ort- 
ved’s between-quote narration has a 
bad habit of parachuting in the au 


| thor’s opinions — particularly about 


the subjective world of comedy itself 
— without justification of any kind 

My biggest problem, though, is that 
it seems a little premature to attempt 
such a broad, all-encompassing ret- 
rospective. The Simpsons is still on 
the air, after all, and will remain that 
way until at least 2011, At the same 
time, many of the people Ortved in 
terviews already speak of the show in 
the past tense — its glory days now 
nearly a decade behind it, and yet 
it keeps chugging along, slowly but 
surely, into irrelevance 

There's a tone of objective hind 
sight, in other words, but neither the 
perspective nor insight to match it 
Had Ortved waited until the show is 
actually taken off the air, he might 


| have compiled the definitive history 


of one of the most important shows 
in television history. He might have 
even gotten James Brooks to contrib- 
utea quote or two. 


Tonight | 
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Farmer Chameleons 





Weeded Bliss | Glenn Nelson and Coralie Cairns are a husband and wife whose farm becomes a marijuana grow-op 





In Ken Cameron's Harvest, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


CORALIE CAIRNS AND GLENN 
NELSON PLAY MULTIPLE 
ROLES IN HARVEST, INCLUDING 
ALOVABLE RURAL COUPLE 
DUPED BY ACON MAN 





HARVEST 

Directed by John Hudson. Written by Ken Cameron, Staring. 
Glenn Nelson and Coralie Calms. Varscona Theatre (10329- 
Ave), ToNov 22. Tickets available through TIX an the 
‘Square (420-1757/www tomonthesquare.com) or the Shadow 
Theatre box office (434-5564). 

tke 





Some people say that any story is 
inherently better if it's based on real 
life. While I don’t necessarily count 
myself among those people, I can say 
that Ken Cameron's Harvest, drawn 
from events that actually happened 
to the playwright's parents, works 
largely because of the detailed char- 


| acter study made possible by the 


proximity of the real-life subjects to 
the writer. Centred on a story that's 
at times almost too quiet to be theat 
rical, Harvest is best during the mo- 
ments when its characters feel most 
true to life. 

Allan (Glenn Nelson) and Char. 
lotte (Coralie Cairns) are an elderly 
rural Albertan couple who, upon 
moving to a condo in the city, decide 
to bring in some extra money by 
renting their farmhouse. Anyone but 


| the purest and most trusting of souls 


would be wary of Ron, a sketchy man 
who claims he's an airline pilot and 
attempts to pay three months rent up 
front, with cash. (Nelson and Cairns 
alternate to play him, a pair of avia- 
tor sunglasses serving as the visual 
cue for change of character.) Allan 
and Charlotte soon find that their 
house has been used as a marijuana 
grow-op, and they are left facing the 
possibility of financial ruin 
Harvest's low-key plot gives it an 
atypical structure, which works de- 
spite lacking some elements, espe- 
cially in terms of conflict, that we 
might traditionally consider to be in- 
tegral to a story. No one is made to be 
a true antagonist. After the central 
characters discover what's happened 





in their home, no big revenge plots 
are hatched, and the second act is in- 
stead almost entirely a denouement 


winding down to a hardly theatrical 


acceptance of circumstance. But it's 
hard to fault the play for this, as a 
more outrageous conclusion would 
hardly be fitting for characters who 
are painted as such sweet and down- 
to-earth people 

Indeed, Harvest works primarily 
because of the sweetness of these 
characters and the chemistry that 
Nelson and Cairns have forged. The 
relationship they portray rings true 
as a depiction of two people who 
have been married for decades and 
love and care deeply for one another. 
The actors make extremely quiet and 
heartfelt moments work onstage by 
focusing on playing gentle, believ- 
able humanity. 

Also of note is that all of the sup- 
porting characters — from dishonest 
Ron to the neighbouring immigrant 
farmer Istvan to (in a showcase mo 
ment for Nelson) a gaggle of church- 
going ladies — are played by Nelson 
and Cairns, and this too seems inte- 
gral to the kind of play Harvest aims 
to be, in terms of style and scale. With 
its breezy script, minimalist set, and 
a pair of actors playing a multitude 
of roles, Harvest has the low-key feel 
of a Fringe play. 

And for a play of this nature, it 
finds the right balance between 
The 
script develops the main characters 


weightiness and_ playfulness 


enough that the audience can con- 
nect and empathize with them, but 
still allows the actors plenty of room 
to play around in, as they portray 
the rest of the play's often more car- 
toonish, characters. (Though even 
these more one-dimensional char- 
acters are often given emotional 
payoffs.) 

What Harvest really shows us is 
that anyone — yes, probably even 
your parents — can be a character in 
a play, especially if they're written 
with as much humour and pathos 
as Cameron has written Allan and 
Charlotte. 
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EXHIBITS 


ARTMANIA CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA, 9103-95 
AVE. NOV 13-24 Watercolors, acrylics ols, mixed media, and 
woodwork by various artists 

BUILDING A VISION ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, 
102730 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 Exhibition charting the design 
and construction of the new Art Gallery of Alberta. Info: 


worn artgalleryalberta.com. 

CANADIAN MUSEUMS NOW ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TD DEC 13 A special 
exhibition focusing on Canadian museum, 
anthiterture. Info: worw.artgalleryal- 
berta.com. 

CRATY FAMILY RED GALLERY, 
9621 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 31 Paint 
ings by Crist! Bergstrom depict- 
ing hes family oves the years Into 
498-1984 /wwwredgallery ca. 
EARTH LIGHT TAPESTRIES 
STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE TO NOV 30 
Paintings by Randall T. Talbot. Info: 496-7030, 

EMERGING ARTISTS SOCIETY OF ALBERTA JOHNSON 
GALLERY, 7711-85 ST. TO. NOV 19 A showcase of the society's 
latest work. 

FALL EXHIBITION SCOTT GALLERY, 1041-124 ST. TONOVI7 
Featuring Phylis Anderson, Leslie Poole ick Dex, and Yuriko 
Kitamura. info: www scottgaliery com/488-3619. 

FLOWER BROTHERS’ PENDEMONIUM NINA HAGGERTY 
CENTRE, 9704-111 AVE. TO NOV 28 Drawings by Ted and David 
Flower. Info: www.ninahaggertyartc. 

GRILLED CHEESE AND TOMATO SOUP HARCOURT HOUSE 
GALLERY, 3RO FLR, 10215-I12 ST, TO NOV 14 Work by Spyier 
Yardley-Jones. info: 426-4180. 
GROWING UP MOMULLEN GALLERY, 8440-112 ST. TODEC 
Diilustrations by Crystal Driedges, Davey Thompson, and 
‘Amanda Woodward. Info: 407-7152 

HAYSEEDS HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLR. 10Z15-112 

ST. TONOV 14 A multimedia presentation on Vietnamese 
Canadians by Nhan Duc Nguyen. info: 426-4180. 

JENNIE DELANEY MULTICULTURAL CENTRE, PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY, S471 51ST. STONY PLAIN TO DEC 2 Digital images. 

info: 963-2771, 

LINKS FRINGE GALLERY, 10516 WHYTE AVE TO NOV 30 
‘Acrylic on mixed media by Tom Yura. Info: 432-0240. 

‘THE MERCHANT OF VENICE VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA 

GALLERY, 10215-112 ST. NOV 14 Paintings by Wade Stout, 
interpreting Shakespeare's famous play. Info: 471-(73// www. 
vyaaaartblog.com. 

MINIATURE ART SHOW SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY, 35-5 
AVE SPRUCE GROVE TO NOV 2! Info: 962-0664. 

MUSEUMS IN THE 21ST CENTURY ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 An exhibition 

of important recent museum building projects from around 

the world. Info: www artgalleryalberta.com. 

THENEW FLANEURS: CONTEMPORARY URBAN PRAC- 
TICEAND THE PICTURESQUE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 A multimedia exhibition 
devoted to the exploration af the urban environment asa | 
Greative space Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com 

NOISE PLAY THE GREAT WEST SADOLERY BUILDING, 

1017-104 ST. NOV 14-26 Prints, illustration, and photography 
resented by the Student Design Assodation. Info: www. 
thesdaca. 

NOW AND THEN: IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA, 8555 ROPER RD. TONOV 
28 info: www.culture alberta.ca/archives. 
PICTURE THIS GALLERY PICTURE THIS GALLERY, 959 
‘OROZE RO. SHERWOOD PARK TO NOV 14 New work by Joan 
Healey, Dennis Magnusson, Roger 0. Arndt, Brent Heighton, 
Jonn Enesssen, Marra Phillis, and Vance Theoret. | 
PRINTED MATTERS: CREATING AND CURATING QUEER 
‘ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO NOV 
28 Print-based artwork by queer Edmonton youth. info: 
2-623. 









HOT PICK 
THEATRE 







THEATRE 


‘ACHORUS LINE JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455-87 AVE. TO 
NOV 15 Michael Bennett's Tony Award-winning mursical 
‘about Broadway dancers auditioning for spats on a chorus 
line. Tickets: wwr.ticketmasterca. 
HARVEST VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE TO NOV22 
Ken Cameron directs Coralie Cairns. and Glenn Nelson in the 
Story of a retired farming couple who rent thei homestead 
{oa deceitful man who nearly casts them thelr life savings. 
Tidets: www.tisonthesquare.ca 
HIGHWAY 63: THE FORT MAC SHOW 
LIVING ROOM PLAYHOUSE, 1315-106 
AVE TO. NOV 15 A story of life in the 
‘Athabasca oilsands. Info: 454-0583. 
HOCKEY STORIES FOR BOYS 
AVENUE THEATRE, 9030-718 
AVE. TONOV 15 George Szlagy's 
omedy-drama about a boy who 
Gait skate and his one-legged friend 
who team up to steal the Stanley Cup. 
NELLIE MCCLUNG ROYAL ALBERTA MU- 
SEUM, 12845-102 AVE. NOV 13-16 Wendy Jeanne 
Smith stars in the story of the famous Edmontonian who 
made a permanent mark on Canada and Canadian women 
info: 991-931/929-8737, Tickets: www Comnthesquare ca 
ROCK'N'ROLL CITADEL THEATRE, 9628-1014 AVE. TO NOY 
29 Danna Feore directs Shaun Smyth, Kenneth Welsh, and 
Fiona Reid inthe story ofa Marxist professor in Cambridge 
and his music-nhsessed protégé fighting for freedom in 
Soviet-dominated Prague 


COMEDY 


ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) Doors 
Bp. Tickets: SIZ. info: www.thecomécstrip.ca. 

‘THE BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) Local 
talent night. 8pm. 

BOB ANGELI COMEDY FACTORY, #408, 3414 GATEWAY BLVD. 
TONOV 4 

(CASH LEVY THELAUGH SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 10368 WHYTE 
AVE. TO NOV TS Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 

THEDRUID COMEDY NIGHT II606 JASPER AVE Profes 
sional and amateur comedians, everySun & 9 pm. 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) 
Amateur comedy. Doors 8 p.m. Inf: www. thecomcstrip. 
ah83-5999. 

THE HYDEAWAY COMEDY NIGHT HYDEAWAY ALL AGES 
ART SPACE, 10209-100 AVE. Tuesdays 9 p.m. 

JOHN BEUHLER YUK YUK'S. CENTURY CASINO TO NOV 16 
Tickets; 461-9857, 

JUST FOR LAUGHS: BLACK AND WHITE FESTIVAL PLACE 
100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK NOV l4 Tickets: www. 
ticketmaster. 

TAMILLER THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) NOV 18-22 With guests. 


IMPROV 


CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE OCT 22 
Hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat exept for last Sat of 
the month, Doors 71 pn. nfo: www.zapidfiretheatre.com. 
PEOPLE IN PANTS IMPROVCARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
(COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Weekly improv show first Thu 
of the month. Doors @7:30 pm. $5 at the door 
‘THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE 10329-83 AVE 
‘Weekly improv show hasted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Fri 
Doors TI a.m. $10 at the door. Info: www sanidfretheatre 


READINGS 
& LECTURES 


‘V2 KASBAR LOUNGE, 10444 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC2 Spoken 
word poetry with a live band. Every Wed. Info: www. 








SIGH OF THE TIMES JEFF ALLENGALLERY, STRATHCONA | ravingpoets.com. 
SENIORS CENTRE, 10631 UNIVERSITY AVE. TO NOY LAND, COFFEE AND POWER: CAMPESINO 
26 Mixed media, and collage by Terie Shaw, RESISTANCE IN GUATEMALA HUG MALL 
Info: 433-5807 UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA CAMPUS NOV 
‘SPORT Il TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, HOT PICK 16 Lesbia Morales speaks of the 
M2M-162ST. TONOV 27 A feature EXPOSURE FESTIVAL struggle of smal farmers in Guate- 
exhibit devoted entirety to the Printed Matters mala. 7pm infor 492-6442 
science of sports. Info; 452-100/ ‘The next generation of LITERARY SALOON THE 
ww telusworidofscience com queer local artists. ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. NOV 
edmonton. ToNovz8 ‘DfFeaturing poet Marguerite 
STRONG MEN & QUESTIONABLE ARTGALLERY OF ALBERTA Pigeon and novelist Thomas 
FOUNDATIONS PROFILES PUBLIC Trofimuk. 7 pum. 
ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON ST, ST ALBERT RAJESWARI SUNDER RAJAN UNIVER- 
NOVZB Paintings by Byron McBride, and | SITY OF ALBERTA CAMPUS, UNIVERSITY OF 
sculptures by Brian McArthut | ALBERTA CAMPUS NOV 13 The protessor discusses 
WINTER FANTASY AL OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 590 | the subject of shifting paradigms of women's oppasition to 
BROADMOOR BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK TODEC/9The Art | thesstate. 3pm. 
Sodety of Strathcona County presents showand sale. | STORY SLAM BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. 3rd Wed 

| 


Info 922-6326. 


DANCE | 


CINDERELLA JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455-87 AVE. NOV 16- 
17 Presented by Mascow Ballet. Tickets: wwwlicketmaster. 
a 


‘every month, 8 pm. Sign-up at 7 pm. First 10 writers onty, 


| allotted five minutes each. info: thebunkerprojects 


hotmail.com. 


have something gaing on! let ostnow, 


Ustingsesee. 
teats 
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BUCK (cont'd from p. 27) 


of my career and basically highlight 


ed everything I’ve been doing with 
all the speaking and the big events 
that I've hosted. Then I intersplice 
it with my porn. So you still get t 





of my pornography but you 








don't have to sit the 


for two hours 
watching a fuck scene 
When it comes down to it, Angel 


story is as much about him being a 


transsexual as it is about all our own 


a man who has a v 





sexual identities. Who we are is very agina and the rest 
different fromm who we may think of the world is so freaked out because 
we are inside — and who we want to __ it cannot understand how I can be a 
be. "A lot of it has to do with your man and have a vagina. lam. I'm 100 
mental state more than your physical per cent male and | don't feel any 
state,” Angel says. “For me, how you other way. My genitals have nothing 
perceive yourself is how you are. Just to do with me being a man_I think 
because you might not fit into what _ people have to understand that. Gen 
the world sees physically as what der has a lot more to with how you 
you are, | bel that is not actually _ feel about yourself than it does with 





usly, ['m what is between your legs. 





what you are 











Exposure: Edmonton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festival 


presents: 


The 18th Annual 


November 13 & 14. @ 7:30 


Gc cl arae)>) alolal= 
8627 91 Street 


For Tickets: 


780.420.1757 or TixOnTheSquare.ca 
produced by Guys in Disguise & Workshop West Theatre 
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Massari is the Arabic word for what? 
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FOR 
FREE 


CODE 6938 
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SEX + ADVICE) 1263 words 


You’ ve Got A Strange 
Notion Of Perversity, Lady 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

ALITTLE BIT OF BONDAGE 
PLAY IS ACTUALLY PRETTY 
NORMAL. A LIFETIME OF 
SUBMISSIVE BEHAVIOUR ISN'T 





I am a 30-year-old woman, mar- 
ried for five years to a man eight 
years my senior. Lately I have be 


| come more aware that I am turned 


on by the idea of bondage, specifi- 
cally men locked up in chastity 
devices. I am ashamed of myself 
because it seems, well, pretty per- 
verse and disturbed. 

My husband is a pretty domi- 
nant alpha-male type. | am a rela- 
tively dominant personality, but 
I'm a bit submissive around him 
in order to keep the peace, as he 
will not tolerate any disagree 
ment in certain situations. 

So 1 am wondering: Is this new 
fetish springing from my frus- 
tration at being dominated by 
the man in my life, or am I just 
becoming more aware of my pro- 
clivities as | get older? Is this a 


| sign of a psychological problem? 


Should I discuss this at all with 
my husband? 
Turning The Tables 


The emotional dynamics in your 
marriage — he won't tolerate dis: 
agreement in “certain situations,” 
you bite your tongue to avoid conflict 
— sound a hell of a lot more perverse 
and disturbed to me than your grow 
ing awareness/acceptance of your 
interest in bondage and chastity. 
Your interest in consensual power 
exchange is as sexy as it is common, 
TTT, and your kinks don't require 
his constant submission, e.g., he's 
not tied up once you untie him, his 
dick isn't locked up once you unlock 
it. His inability to “tolerate any dis- 
agreement in certain situations,” on 
the other hand, requires your con: 
stant submission. 

No relationship lasts unless both 
partners are willing to bite their 
tongues from time to time in the 
interests of keeping the peace. But 
when someone says her husband 
“will not tolerate any disagreement 
in certain situations,” that worries 
me. Maybe the list of situations in 
which your husband won't tolerate 
disagreement is relatively short now, 
TTT, and maybe it's something you 
can live with, But if your husband 
realizes that he can successfully con- 
trol you with this anger, the list is 


likely to grow. Be careful 





HOT 


CHAT 
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1-900-451-1441 s 


$25/150min 


| aml... 


On to your fetish: It sounds like 
you were always turned on by the 
idea of controlling a man; you write 
that you've become “more aware” of 
this fetish, which leads me to believe 
that you've had some awareness all 
along. Why is it coming to the fore 
front now? It could have something 
to do with hitting your sexual peak, 
which women do around 30, and 
it could be because your kinks go 
so strongly against the grain of the 
established emotional dynamics of 
your marriage 

1 would encourage you to dis 
cuss your kinks with your husband. 
They're not anything out of the ordi 
nary (or the extraordinary, | should 
say), and lots of dominant dick 
swingers — guys like your husband — 
secretly fantasize about submission. 
The cliché about the high-powered 
CEO who goes crawling to a profes 
sional dominant to get his ass beaten 
is a cliché because it's frequently 
true Your husband could be one of 
those guys — but you'll never know 


until you ask 


I won't bore you with the story of 
my 19 years in a sexless marriage. 
God knows that must be one of 
the most common complaints 
you get, and you've given plenty 
of good advice on the topic, some 
of which I'll be taking any minute 
now to keep me from blowing my 
head off. What I want to know is, 
is everyone entitled to an 
active sex life? 

He Only Really Needs Your Okay 

1 don't need the whole 
HORNYO, 
me with a few relevant details. For in- 


story, 
but you could've bored 


stance, has your marriage been sex- 
less for all 19 years of its existence? 
Or did your sex life collapse at some 
point during those 19 years? Did the 
sex end a year ago? Five years ago? 
Ten years ago? Fifteen? 

But to answer your question; no 
one is entitled to an active sex life 
We are all entitled to freedom of sex- 
ual expression — consensual sexual 
expression — but to express your sex- 
uality with others, you have to find or 
marry or rent a willing sex partner, 
And while each has the right to seek 
sexual fulfilment,* HORNYO, sadly 


not all who seek shall find, Some 


| folks are unlucky or unfuckable or 


wind up trapped in marriages that 
always were or have become sexless 
— which is where compassionate, 
understanding sex workers and/or 
the Ashley Madison Agency (www. 
ashleymadison.com) come in handy. 
Back to your marriage: if you were 
doing something wrong, HORNYO, 
if you destroyed your wife's attrac- 
SAVAGE cont'd on p. 31 
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SAVAGE (cont'd from p. 30) 


tion to you through neglect (or some 
thing worse), then you are obligated 
to make a good-faith effort to undo 
the damage and, perhaps, restore the 
sexual aspect of your marriage. But 
if the wife cut you off because she 
simply isn't interested in sex any- 
more — or if she never was interest- 
ed in sex — then you are entitled to 
seek what sexual fulfilment you can 
find outside your marriage 
* Offer not good in Saudi Arabia 
or Jamaica 


My boyfriend and his best friend 
are close. Last summer, I noticed 
that when my boyfriend gets 
drunk he tries to grab his friend's 
ass, throws his arm around him, 
and sits close to him. Then one 
day I found a pair of underwear in 
our bedroom that belonged to my 
boyfriend’s best friend. My boy- 
friend said he didn’t know how 
they got there. I figured he and his 
pal messed around and he didn't 
know how to talk about it hon- 
estly because he’s pretty macho. I 
was jealous, but | asked myself if 
I could accept a bi boyfriend and 
decided that I could. 

So a few days ago, my boy- 
friend's best friend asks me if I 
tell my boyfriend everything he, 


the best friend, tells me. I say no, | 








jESINCHONS ADDY. 


No habaty, 


lo 


not necessarily, So he asks me to 
promise not to tell my boyfriend 
what he's about to tell me. I say 
that depends. He brings up the 


touch the hooker — to which I say, 
“Yeah, right.” 

Why did he tell me this? And 
what do I do with it now? Do I 


incriminating, improbable story and 


then swear you to secrecy? Either 
he's gone rogue on your boyfriend 


and made up all of this crap about the 








underwear incident and says that 
he called a prostitute that night 
and fucked her in my bed, and 
that's why his underwear was 
in my room. He tells me that my 
boyfriend let me think they were 
gay for each other rather than tell 
me that they called a hooker. And 
he tells me my boyfriend didn't 


just forget about it? Please give 
me some advice. I feel like | can't 
trust either of them right now. 
Secrets And Deceit 


Why would your boyfriend's best 
friend come to you now, SAD, so 
many months after the Underwear 


Incident, and tell you this involved 


hooker in an effort to sabotage your 
relationship, SAD, or he and your 


boyfriend are concerned that you're 


onto them and this is some bizarre 


effort to cover their tracks — i.e., to 


offer some excuse for the sole 





of incriminating evidence that indi 
cates they may be something more 


than best friends 


ce 


Om 


Fucking each other or not, your 
boyfriend's best friend is fucking 
with your head, and you're under 
no obligation to keep this conversa 
tion secret from your boyfriend 





your ass is more than covered 
‘that depends.” Talk it out 
with your boyfriend, SAD, and tell 


and 


by that 


him you want the truth. Is he bi 
sexual — emphasizing that you can 
Or is 


he really such a scumbag that he’d 


live with bi — or is he gay? 
tag-team a hooker in your bed with 
his best friend? Give him a chance 


to come clean and/or come out 
And if your gut tells you he's lying, 


SAD, end it. 


Find the Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
thestranger.com/savage 


mail@savagelove.net 
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FREE 
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130. Coming Events 


19TH ANNUAL Red Deer 
Christmas Antique Show & Sale, 
Nov. 21 & 22 Saturday 10 - 6 
and Sunday 10 - 5, Westomer 
st Grounds. Over 450 
tables. Furniture and collectibles. 
Carswall's 403-343-1614. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 1600. Volunteers Wanted 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Clear your 
record with the fastest pardon in 
Canada, for the lowest price! And 
it's guaranteed! Call Express 
Pardons free consultation 
1-866-416-6772; 
www ExpressPardons.com. 





ALBERTA SOCIAL Credit Party's 
AGM “Opening Windows” 
Presents Bedtord Biofuels, 
building profits, creating selt- 
sufficient communities with no 


www.gordonbarratt.ca; 
into@gordonbarrett.ca 
November 21, 9 am. - 4 pm, 
Innisfail, Legion Hall. $25. 


GES GE TETS 


‘SAME GENDER SPEED: 


DATH 
Gay Male Event Nov 26. Lesbian 





ARE YOU highly motivated? 
Leam to operate a Mini-Office 
outlet. from home. Froo online 


raining, flexible. hours, great 
a ae 
www. freedom2bgold com 


ATTN:.29 local people néeded to 
work from home on-line 
'$500-$4500 PT/FTt Call Callie 
1-877-430-5620 


FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES 
ideal for surveyors, locators and 
corrosion technicians. Providing 
vital pipeline services with the 
local advantage. Got the guts? 
1-780-518-5356; 
franchise @ lineriders, ca 


FUN, PROFIT, SUCCESS. Great 
Canadian Dollar Store, a dollar 
store leader since 1993 has new 
franchise tunities coast to 
coast. Call loday 1-877-388-0123 
ext 229; www.dollarstores.com, 


LOOKING FOR 3 self-motivated 
people to teach over the intermet, 
free online waining, flexible 
hours, great income, low risk. 
www.ecoS0ul.ca. 


MONEY MAKER, Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-978-2569, 


SHARED OWNERSHIP luxurious 
late model 50° motor yacht on 
Vancouver Island. Serious 
inquiries only 604-669-2248; 
‘www.oned4yacht.com. 


9700. Support Groups 


ARE DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
‘Narcotics Anonymous can help. 
780-421-4429/www.eana.ca 


10. Education/Training 


16 WEEKS TO 
apprenticeship. 


Millwright, Machinist. Welder. 
Gain entry-level skills. Challenge 
apprenticeship exam, GPAC 
Grande Prairie Campus. Starts 
Jan/Feb, 2010. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gpre. ab ca/fairview. 


MASSAGE CAREER Train at 
‘our highly regarded, progressive 
School and graduale with 
confidence! Excallence in 
‘education, guaranteed! 
403-346-1018; 
imassage.c 


Help Wanted 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta 


CANADIAN TAXPAYERS 
Federation has openings for 
commission sales reps offering 
generous bonus incentives and 
residual income. Call toll tree 
1-866-443-6020 or email: 
national. manager @taxpayer.com 


HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 


EXCITING Business Opportunity. 


pashminas, 
products Lavish oers. Contact 
780-418-7184; 
@88-418-7184 
deb@tavishoniine com 
www lavishoniine.com. 


INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 


your 
resume online. FREE Visit 
‘www.awna.com/resumes_add.ph 
p. 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 
company in thriving central 
Alberta community is looking for 
& qualified service technician, 
Must have a broad field of 


knowledge with —_ extensive 
fumace, ATV. and  toilor 


ondable, able to work alone and 
possess integrity. Apply in 
confidence with resume and 
referrals to: Box C clo AWNA, 
#800, 4445 Calgary Trail, 
Edmonton, AB, TSH 5R7- 


PUT YOUR CAREER in 
overdrivel, Study General 
Mechanics. GPRC Fairview 


College Campus. Challenge first- 
year automotive or heavy 
equipment apprenticeship exam. 
Residences. September, 2010. 
1-888-999- 
www gpre.ab ca/airview 

REFRIGERATION MECHANIC - 
any experience in; Refrigeration, 


installations, ‘mechanical, 
commercialresidential, HVAC. 
transport retrigeration, 
troubleshooting Gurrantty 
recruiting experienced 


technicians. All resumes will be 
reviewed. Apply today! Via tax 
250-374-3910 or email: 
teresa@rapidcootca. Closes 
November 17, 2009. 


REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 


‘experience. Guaranteeing record 
removal. Gall 1-8-NOW- 
PARDON —_ (1-866-972-7366); 
www Rlemove YourRecord.com. 
REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER 
for SE — Alberta community 
newspaper. Term position (Nov. 
- July '10); fulltime after term 
possibility. Resume, samples, 
to: 





SLAVE LAKE, _ ALBERTA 
SOBEYS. A modern 32,000 sq 
ft. store requires Bakery 
Manager. Compettive wages and 
benefits. Resume, fax 
780-849-3839, Email 
sby3124slavelake@sobeys.com. 
Attention: Rick. 


SO MANY TRADES - So hard to 
choose. Explore over 50 trades. 
Work placement in chosen trade. 
Starts Jan/2010. GPRG Fairview 
College Campus. Affordable 
residences. 1-888-999-7882; 
www gpre.ab.caffairview. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Ara you semi-retired and looking 
to be a Good Samaritan? Gall 
780.431.3757 for more 
information. 


Edmonton Street News needs a 
short-term volunteer lawyer. 
Contact Tim for more into: 
780-752-3686. 


Edmonton Street News needs 
short-term volunteer accountant. 
Contact Tim for more info: 
780-752-3686, 


rerio gn al 
volunteer 


Volunteers Wanted 
Ice on Whyte Festival, Jan 14-24, 
2010, visit www.iceonwhyle.ca 
and click on volunteer 


2005. Artist to Artist 


CALL FOR ENTRANTS 
Stage Struck! 2010 


Alberta Drama Fostival 
Association Edmonton Zone 
presents its annual adult one-act 
play festival February 26 & 27, 
2010 at Walterdale Playhouse. 
We provide the venue, the 
audience and the adjudication 
you provide your magnificent 
talent! Excellent opportunity to 
hear your play's voice as a 
devolopmental tool, as a practice 
ground for the Fringe, or just tor 
the sheer fun of it! Entries must 
be from Greater Edmonton, and 
must he one-act plays (previously 
published or new works) between 
10 and 60 minutes. Entry tee 
$50. For more information oF to 
request a registration package, 
contact Mary-Ellen Perley at 
780-481-3716 or 

@shaw.ca. 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
DECEMBER 15, 2009. Only 9 
‘spaces available! 


Call for Submissions - The 
Alberta. Student Film Festival 
seeks student-made film trom 
across Alberta for our festival in 
March. For full rules, regulations 
‘and details see 
www.asfilmtest.ca 


2010. Musicians Available 


Exp'd player tt/pt. Looking for 
country/rock/blues gigs. Many 
styles, with years exp, and 
tounng, Cali Glenn at 
780-233-7664 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


Drummer needed for original 
hard rock band w/some covers. 
Infl. Velvet Revolver / STP/ 
Seather/ Chains/ Nirvana etc. 
Serious only please. Good gear 
and protessional attitude and 
‘own transpo a must. Call 

780 996-3571 anytime, 


Drummer Wanted. Hard rock 
band seeks drummer for originals 
and covers. Influences Motley 
Crue, WASP, Ratt. 
780-964-3940 email 
mailto:sleazedolis@gmail. com 
\wwew.myspace.com/sleazedolts 


Electro-drummer looking for 
some great musicians to creale a 
groove-based industrial-ish 
Sound. project highly malleable, 
please contact 
James@780-299-8456. Thx! 





THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros 
‘Auctioneers. Whether it's 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
or & complete farm dispersal 


Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rauction.com 

UNRESERVED BANKRUPTCY 
AUCTION, CerPro Energy, 
December 1, Redcliff, Alberta. 


Late model pipeline equipment, 
pipelayers, graders, hydrovac, 
trenchers, backhoes, excavators, 
oitfield trailers & trucks. Call CPA 
403-269-5600, 


210, Misc. For Sale 


$38.85 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
‘one refisad - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 


Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; 
www choicetel.ca, 


A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit. 
don’t sweat it No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 


A SAFE, proven “Restless Leg 
Syndrome” and Leg Cramps" 
cure that always gives you 
instant eliet; wwwallcalm.com 
1-800-765-8660, 


H&H TRAILER SALE Bow 
Valley Ford, Canmore, Alberta 
Thousands in discounts. Clearing 
the lot Cargos, flatbeds, car 
haulers, goosenecks, moral 
=800-403-0084 ext. 257 or 
alan_way@bowvalleyiord.com 


LAPTOPS FROM $399. or 
$25/month. Limited time and 


quantities. Easy —_ financing 
Telephone approval. © Call 
1-877-992-9992 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36" H-TenToughrib 29g 
Galvalume $.63 sq, Nt Colours 
$.76 sq. ft IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty, — ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 


SYDNEY CROSBY game tickets 
for their January 14 game in 
Edmonton including a pre game 
dinner and a 2009 Stanley Cup 
winning game team photo. These 
tickets are for fans in rural 
Alberta/NWT only. Prices start at 
$249, each. Seats are limited! 
Call Dash Tours and Tickots 
1-800-304-4321 





Looking for Musicians for 
country/rock band 


Phone: 780.443.4050 Ask for Joe 


Onginais Band Seeks 
Experienced Rock Drummer 
Jookingeast.ca {We have a jam 
spaco.t780 757 9725. 


Sherwood Park based rock band 
looking to start a new project 
Require a drummer and lead 
guitarist Contact Kate at 
416-7067 or Mike at 271-7978. 


2040. Music Instruction 


Guitar lessons - Webcam, 
Mobile, group or private, All Ages 
and Styles - 20 yrs. Experience. 
Visit www.guitarinstructor.ca or 
call Billy 490-6169. 


Mrs. Murphy's Music 
Plano, organ, or keyboard 
Instruction.Callingwood/ Country 
Club Area. Please phone: 
780-752-8722! 780-934-9985. 


2060. Music Services 


Affordable/ professional 
recording: Demos, albums, 
miring, mastering, live 
for shows. 780-695-9159. 


2200. Massage Therapy 

HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing. 
Whyte Avenue Area, Non sexual 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 
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TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 
tickets for their December 30 
game in Edmonton inciuding a 
pre game dinner. These tickets 
are for fans in rural AlbertaNWT 
only. Prices start at $249, each. 
Seats are limitod) Call Dash 
Tours and Tickets 
1-800-304-4321 


US TICKETS for their June 23 
Edmonton concert. These tickets 
are for fans in rural Alberta/NWT 
only. Prices start at only $99. 


each. Seats are limited! Call 
Dash Tours and Tickets 
1-800-304-4321. 


WITHOUT A hame phone? Call 
*Home — Phone Reconnect 
1-866-287-1348, referral 
program! Connect naw for a 
chance to win an entertainment 

y Call now! 
1-066-287-1348 


13240. 


STUDIO, 1 & 2 bedroom lakeside 
condos for rent in Osoyoos, BC 
from  $870/month at an 
Okanagan lskeside rosort. New 
suites with kitchen! facilities, 
beach, pool, activities, wine bar. 
Walnut Beach, Lake Osoyoos, 
BC. 1-877-836-5400 trom 
$29Aday, minimum 30 nights; 
www walnutbeachosoyoos.com/s 
nowbird. 





Travel/Trade 


TIMESHARE RESALES - Save 
60 - 80% off retail! Worldwide 
locations! Call for free magazine! 
1-800-731-8046, 
eww holidaygroup.com/sc, 


3240. Travel/Trade 


TOP 2% RV RESORT in America 
now open, The Palms RV Resort. 
Yuma, Avizona. introductory 
Special one week free with $295. 
month, lot rental. Over 200 
activities with 5 star 
entertainment including: 25,000 
sq. fl. community center, large 
lots, heated lap pool & play poot 
tennis fitness center. For more 
information please call: Phone 
928-341-4646. Website at 
eww. yumapalmsryresort com: 


400. Pets & Supplies| 


On-campus 
working farm, residences. Small 
town environment. 2-year 
program. _ GPRC 
Fairview College _ Campus 
1-888-999-7882 
www. gpre.ab.caftairview. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HAY ANO ALFALFA sales and 
prices 


and quality in Alberta. Call 
480-298-1846, 
HEATED/GREEN Canola 


wanted. Buying green, heated or 
frozen Canola_..Buying; oats, 
barley, wheat & peas for 
feed...Buying damaged — or 
‘offgrade grain. “On farm Pickup” 
Wesican Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252 


ROUND HAY BALES for sale. 
cheap, Delivery available, Selt 
unloading. No Sunday calls 
please. 403-843-6380, 


500: Real Estale Misc. 


FACTORY PRE-FAB Homes 
Liquidation! Sava 50%+! 
Canadian manufacturer must sell 
pre-engineered modular home 
systems. US builder bankruptcy. 
Example: Quality —_1036SF 
CCMCIBCIN. certiied package 
originally $26,000. _ sacrifice 
$12,975. Other sizes to 2484SF - 
first’ come! _ Green-R-Panet 
1-800-871-7089 
Immediate/spring 2010 delivery 
available! 


MORTGAGES. Interest rates 
low. Refinance to 95% LTV and 
save money. Pay debt, renovate 
or you. decide. Email: 
|fpelitier@shaw.ca or call Jason 
1-877-568-0929; 
woww.homeloansalberta.com. 


SELLING BY Ritchie Bros. 
Unreserved Public Auction, 
December 11, Nisku, 18 +/- acres 
pofeesd country residential 

in Alberta/Lamont 
County. 3 bedroom, 1 bath home, 
double garage, quonset and 
other outbuildings. Also, 4.51 +/- 
acres proposed country 
residential acreage, 149.02 +/- 
acres farmland and 74 +/- acres 
farmland. For more info, 
1-780-218-5788 or 
www. rbauction.com. 


5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2007 GRANDEUR 20 X 76 
menutactured home, 3 bedroom, 
office, 2 bath - ensuite, oak 
cabinets, garden doors, vaulted 
ceilings, crown mouldings, 


2008 MODELS priced to sell. 16, 
18 and 20 widens from $79,900. 
Best priced homes irs Alberta. A1 
Homes Red eer, 
1-877-303-2244. Local 
403-314-2244, 


2010 MODELS - Immediate free 
delivery anywhere in Alberta. 20 
X 76, 1500 sq. ft. loaded with 
options. $117,900. 
1-800-463-0084; 
\www.jandelhomes.com. 


22' STARTING AT $96,250,; 20° 
$86,700., 16° $82,000. Order 
your home by September 30/09 
and we will include a full size 
front load washer and dryer pair. 
Cail Pleasant Homes, your full 
service dealer, at 780-939-3584 
F 1-866-962-0238. 


FREE LOT RENT for 6 months in 
Lacombe or Eckville, Own your 


5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


FREE LOT RENT for 6 months in 
Lacombe or Eckville. Check out 
the new floor plans available. We 
can help with your financing 


Alberta Custom = Homes, 
1-800-347-5590 
MILLRUN OVERSTOCK, 


Purchase a min 1,000 sq, tt. log 
package in 8° or 10° log at the 
regular price & receive free your 
choice of a 24'X26' - 8° MR 
garago or cabin log package. 
Build now or book for 2010 
Phone 906-663-5936; 
wwnw.chisumloghomes.com, 


ONLY 6 CLEARANCE 20’ wides 
left! No reasonable offers 
refused! Special incentives on 
early spring orders! Call 
1-800-461-7632; 
www unitedhomescanada.com. 


PRIGES REDUCED on two ‘08 
in-stock models. Ask about the 
‘le Chateau" reduced from 
$139,900, to $114,900. Only one 
Chateau left, call now. 
Commonwealth Homes, 
Lethbridge 403-320-2012 or toll 
{ree 1-800-640-2012. 43rd Street 
South just south off Hwy 3 


PROVINCE-WIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS, Reach over 1 
milion readers weekly. Only 
$259. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less), Call this newspaper 
NOW for details. 


600: Automotive 


$0 DOWN at Auto Credit Fast. 
Need a vehicle? Good or bad 





credit call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599 
www. autocreditfast.ca. Free 


credit card or gas with purchase. 
DLN 303089. 


ADVANCE ENGINE Supply Is 
fully stocked with remanutactured 
automotive diesel & gas engines. 
Limited stock of low km, late 
model, used cut out engines with 
6 month, unlimited mileage 
warranty! Toll tree 
1-877-465-2702 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. 
Professional credit rebullders, 
Delivery Available. Call oan 
403-888-5593 

1-866-476-1938, Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Comp, serving 
Alberta for 20 years. 


NEED A vehicle but stressed 
about your credit? Need a visa? 
We fund your future not your 
past. Good or bad credit; 
www.coastiineautocredit.com or 
1-888-208-3205. 


NEED A VEHICLE? Need cash? 
Up to $10,000. cash back! 
Guaranteed approvals! Over 400 
vehicles to choose from. Call Will 
or Ashley today! 1-888-289-8935, 


NEED A VEHICLE? 
www.wecosignioryou.ca. Drive 
today! Easy approvals! 
www. wecosigntoryou.ca. 

SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 


Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a _no- 
obligation quote. + Open 
weekends. 










6300. Motorcycles: 
POWERBOATS IN SUMMER, 
snowmobiles in winter! Train 10 
become an Outdoor Power 
Equipment Mechanic. _GPAC 
Fairview Campus. 
opportunity. On- 
campus residences. Apply now. 
-888-999-7882,; 
www.gpreab.caltalnview. 
Adult Talk 






6300. Motorcycles 


THE ONE - THE ONLY - The one 
‘and only in Canada! Only 
authorized Harley-Davidson 
Technician Program at GPRC 
Fairview College Campus. March 
2010. On-campus residences 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gpre.ab.ca/fairview. 


TWO WHEELIN’ EXCITEMENT) 
Motorcycle Mechanic Program at 
GPR Fairview College Campus. 
Hands-on training for street, off- 
toad, dual sport bikes. Challongo 
‘st year apprenticeship exam. 
1-888-999-7862; 
www gpre.ab.callainview. 


wo Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit 
cards/deposit $3.19/minute, 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; 
www. mysticalconnections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 fo 12 
installments. Tol Free 
1-877-776-1660, 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance, Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a _no- 
obligation quote. Open 
‘weekends, 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record check) 
Divorce? Simple. Fast 
Inexpensive. Deb recovery? 
Alberta collection to $25,000. 
Caee rgecaly f 

403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540, 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM. Holping Canadians 
repay debits, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your credit. 
Steady Income? You may qualify 


for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328. Free 
consultation, government 


approved, BBB member. 


iF YOU OWN your home, Alpine 
Mortgage will lend you money 
It's that simple. Your credit age or 


income is not an issue; 
www AlpineMorigage. CA 
900: EES 





#1 PARDON SERVICE, We can 
remove your criminal record in 6 
months! Receive tree pardon or 
walver evaluation. We guarantee 
it Ask for detaits! Call toll tree 
1-888-646-0747; 
weww pardons.ca 


100s of HOT urban singles 

are looking to hookup NOW 
Try It FREE! 18+ 
780-401-2332 “* 403-770-079 


A CRIMINAL RECORD? Better 
Business Bureau —Cortified 


Pardons. Free no pressure 
pardon and waiver assessments. 
See it a pardon is right for yout 
Toll free 1-800-507-8043; 
www pardongranted.ca. 
‘Absolutely HOT chal! 18+ 

{ree to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 ** 403-770-0990 


ALLHOT SEXY BABES 
talk dirty After Hours! 

Try it FREE! 18+ 

780-665-0808 “* 403-313-3330 


GET HEALTHY. 1 month free 


Herbal Magic 1-800-929-4363. 
Limited time offer. 


Adult Talk 
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9005. 
DATING 
term/shon 


Personals 


SERVICE. —_Long- 
relationships, 
1-877-297-9883. 


1 = 1-866-311-9640, Mest on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+), 


9450. Adult Massage 


chitaty’s outgoing message. 
German Blonde, can travel. 
i poert tn German’ Call any 
time. 964-7361 














cELD Adult Help Wanted 


Biue Oasis (Adult Entertainment 
Establishment), Located at, 5179 
50th Ave Box 5070 Drayton 
Valley Alberta T7A 1R3, 
Currently seeking female exotic 
dancers. Female dancers wil be 
required to stage dance only. No 
table dancing. Work is bound by 
contract, including employment 
benefits. Salary is $16.29/h with 
a guarantee of 30 hours/week 
Dancers keep all gratuities and 
tips. Contact phone number 
780-938-0418 


9300. Adult Talk 


1-900-548-1111 
s25%0me, 
eee 








ASTROLOGY « NOV. 12-18 - BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com 


SCORPIO (ocToReR 23 - NoveMseR 71) 

The time has come to stop dippin’ your toes 
in the water ‘cause it ain't gonna get any 
colder or hotter. This week, you've just gotta 
g0 ahead and jump right on in if you wanna 
do better than simply gettin’ by and survivin’. 
That's ‘cause whenever you're in over your 
head, you really start thrivin'! 


SAGITTARIUS (nw.2-D6.2) 

When you use a warhorse to plow the field 

for too long, things'll start to go wrong. Fer in- 
stance, too much domestication and you just 
‘might cause it to forget how to help you ina 
fight. This week, if you wanna be ready for any 
surprises, make sure you run your war-horse 
through combat exercises! 


CAPRICORN (0c 2-10.19) 

Ifyou quit worryin' ‘bout winnin’ all the time 
you'll realize everything'll turn out fine, That's 
‘cause when you start usin’ your peripheral 
vision, you can see alternate routes to realize 
your ambition. The moment you give up 
Obsessin’ on success is when you get more 
‘opportunities than Versace's got dresses! 





AQUARIUS (an 20 -F#8.18) 

if you're wonderin’ why lately you're feelin’ 
so low down 'n’ blue, the only thing in the 
way of your happiness is you. When you're 
comin’ ‘round to the brass ring, there ain't no 
‘one who's just gonna give it to you, dagnaty 
bit. You're the one who has to reach out and 
grabit! 


PISCES (F819 MaRdi20) 

A lot could happen on the road up ahead and 
One of 'em's runnin’ into a dead end. That 
don't mean your destination was wrong, it 
means you need a different path to walk 
along. Now's the time to take the first step 
towards followin’ your heart. Just make sure 
you have an altemate route worked out before 
you start! 


ARIES (MARCHZi- APRILI9) 

Don't stress, This tum of events inno way 
prevents you from attainin’ success. Although 
it may look like a bomb, your safest reaction is 
to remain calm. No matter how uneasy It may 
make you feel. it's simply a jog of fortune’s 
wheel. When the dust’s finally cleared up, 
you'll find you're actually quite cheered up! 


TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20) 

You may be hatin’ waitin’, but put your faith in 
fate ‘n’ keep on hesitatin’. Don't peak or freak 
or go ona butt-kickin’ streak ‘cause sometime 
within the next week you're gonna get the 
final answer you seek. Till then your safest bet 
ts to not do anything, especially something 
you might regret! 


GEMINI (MAY 21-1UNE20) 

Instead of not listenin’ to what someone 
else’ll say ‘cause you figure you've got it all 
worked out anyway, this week, pay care- 

ful attention — even to the words that a 
simpleton mentions. You'll notice that the 
more you think you don't know, the more your 
intelligence'll be able to grow. Besides, you 
never know who's got good info! 


CANCER (en-au Z2) 

Ifyou think you can’t help bein’ wishy-washy 
‘cause you're a water sign, then you'd better 
think twice, Under the right conditions that 
water can tum into cold, hard, jagged ice. 
That's why, this week, when you sense an 
upcomin’ change in the seasons, it's time 

to protect yourself and start your waters 
@-freezin'! 





LEO (uy - AG. 2) 

Right now, you're negotiatin’ with a dog and, 
asa cat, you're forgettin' how dumb they are. 
if you try to pry that bone away from ‘em. you 
won't get too far. Pretend you're much more 
interested in a smaller one. Then when Red 
Rover comes over for the inferior bone, you can 
snatch up the good one and take it on home! 


VIRGO (106.5 - SePT,22) 

Bein’ a goody two-shoes givin’ you the blues? 
Well, you're a dependable earth sign, what 
else can you do? Don't worry, this is simply a 
phase, and your restlessness'll pass, so don’t 
be so quick to tum on the gas. Although you 
may wanna bust loose, havin’ a hot time now 
would just cook your own goose! 


LIBRA(=1.5-00.2) 

Your ship's gettin’ battered and tossed, but 
don't despair too much, ‘cause all ain't yet 
lost. The thing is, grabbin’ the wheel yourself 
is your only hope's cost. You're the captain of 
your own destiny, and if you do nothin’ now, 
you'll end up lost at sea. There ain't no higher 
Stakes, so don't be afraid to do whatever it 
takes! 
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26 One end of a gas gauge 
29 “Ni Hao, Kai-__" (Nickelodeon 


die” ("Folsom Prison Blues” line) 
5River islet 





ACROSS 59 Sierra__ (African nation) 28 They're “at work" when talking 
1Good buddy 60 Bready phrase after adouble take? about public projects 

4 Actress Alexander and First Kid 63 Abbr. on a mountain sign 30 Pretentiously creative 

Obama 64 Lure into trouble 3] NASDAQ competitor 

10 Supposedly insane Roman ruler 65 Toilet seat component 32"Fail” alternative 

14 Shrinks’ org. 66 Sultry spy Mata 33 “Good Eats” episode title where Al- 
1SGetting a move on 67 Invitees ton Brown discusses lemon meringue 
16 President’s tenures, so to speak 68 The start of something? 341992 Robert Altman satire of Hol- 
T/Bready agreement? lywood execs 

20 Native Alaskan DOWN 35 Company with huge losses in 2008 
2 Tater __ casserole 1__thepump 36 Adobe file ext. 

22 Curyy segments 2Speed skater__ Anton Ohno 37 Rec room 

B"The Wizard of 02" disaster 3 Today” host Matt 38L squared, in Roman numerals 
25 Vittles 4°|__maninReno/justtowatchhim 43 Queue afterQ 


44"Much__ About Nothing” 
48 2009 Tobin Bell horror sequel 


cartoon) 6 What a poem might be 49 "Evil Dead” protagonist Williams 
32 Bready folk singing group? 7"Farmer in the Dell” syllables 5] Shortens toenails 
39 Crop-eating pest 8 Med. student's study 52 Secretary of the Interior Salazar 
40 “Geese a-laying” number 9 Pepper's rank: abbr. 53 Unit of energy, in physics 
4\ Gives off TO Leader with ajacket named forhim 54 They're against 
42 Bready magic act? Tl Author who went by the pseudonym 55 Series set in the California town of 
45 International Talk Like a Pirate George Orwell Agrestic 
Day mo. 12 Charlie Brown epithet 56 Composer Bartok 
46 New England seafood catch BB Sugary suffix 57 When doubled, a greeting from 
ysoe sao0 fougGn 47 Maj. event for a law student 18 Caulking tool Mork 
5 [elatnpotrielolulrinte[olelele 50 Tetanus, more familiarly 19It’s good for nothing, in song 58 Suffix after “kitchen” 
3 be * a on on 2 a a zs 56 Barnyard noises 24 Anti-trafficking org, 60 Yeah, sure" laugh 
5 mlurelelciersialuielelcte ROLLING IN THE DOUGH. 57°__blu dipinto di blu” (“Volare” 250B/__ (baby doctor) 6] Brain scan, for short 
Be etzietelstzloluiatctalala JONESIN' CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES alternate title) 77__ stapler (tool with a hand grip) 62 Wrestlemania spot 
a noes Gans Gand 02008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editori3jonesincrosswords.com) 
> [elatelelefeimeta(r]s il eloto} 








MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS - WITH BILL BENSON 
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women's athletic boutique 
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#114 -1 Hebert Rd. 
St-tlbert, AaB 


750-455-0955 





a woman’s beauty is in her confidence 


something different, look to Preval 
me.com/wewillprevail 
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Sunday 


PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 


monday 


Emmylou Harris, Winspear Centre, Nov. 12 





Novemeer 5 
theatre | ROCK'N' 


ROLL Revolutionary politics, 


revolutionary music. Study 
upon your Czechoslovakian 
history before the show, 

| though, or you might bea 
little lost. Citadel Theatre, 
730p.m. 


| { NovemBerRI6 | 


JANCE | CINDERELLA 
Do they make glass ballet 
Slippers? This could get 
messy. Jubilee Auditorium, 
Spm. 
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tuesday 


NOVEMBERIT 


TIP | AN EDUCATION |s 
young British actress Carey 
Mulligan the next Audrey 
Hepburn, the next Kate 
Winslet, of both at the same 
time? Gameau Theatre, 








NOVEM' Berl8 


MUSIC | SWOLLEN 
MEMBERS You're supposed 
‘toconsult a doctor if your 
erection lasts more than four 
hours. Call an ambulance: 
Swollen Members hasbeen | 
active since 1996! Dinwoodie 
Lounge, 8 p.m. 


A car kicks up dust just after sunrise west of Ponoka. 
PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 








$10 a 

thursday friday. 

NOVEMBERIZ NOVEMBERI3 

EMMYLOU MUSIC | DINOSAUR JR. 

HARRIS The sexiest Not the prettiest rock stars in 

grandma in country music ‘Music history, but they put on 

(We're suckers for white one hell of a show! Starlite 

halt) graces us with her regal Room, 8 p.m. 

presence. Winspear Centre, 

8pm 

NOVEMBERIg NovemBer20 

TUSIC | GHBUOU From 2 | THE EFFECTS 

‘one member to seven. Talk (OF SUNLIGHT FALLING 

about a suctessful recruit- ON RAW CONCRETE in his 

ment drive! Go see them. new piece, Brian Webb liter- 

Pawn Shop, 9 p.m. ally will be dancing about 
architecture John L Haar 
Theatre, 8pm. 


see magazine’s ten-day forecast of events in edmonton 


saturday 


NOVEMBERI4 


EVENT | PIZZAZZ! Acaft 
and gift show, with more 
vendors (and high-scoring 
Scrabble letters) than you can 
shake a stick at. TransAlta Arts 
Bars, 9am. 





NOVEMBERZI 


q TRIVIUM After 
this headbanger’s ball, the 
neck brace business is going 
tomakeakilling Edmonton 
Event Centre, 7 p.m. 
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COME AWAKEN YOUR PUP 
TO'CHECK OUT OUR SPECIAL COLLECTION OF HANDMADE VASES, FRESH FLOWERS, LUSH PLANTS, RUSSIAN LINENS, CLEVER PARTY 


TREATS AND ARTFUL ORIGINAL IDEAS THAT'LL FEEL GOOD LONG AFTER THE GLITTER IS GONE. GRAB A LATTE, SHOP LIGHTLY. 


THIS BRASS TULIP 
WALL ART WILL LIGHT UP 
ANY DARK CORNER. $35 


= 
€ => 
SHAKEN OR STIRRED? 
WHOMEVER YOUR HERO, 


THESE MARTINI ART 
GLASSES ARE SURE TO MAKE 


ASPLASH. SET OF FOUR $35 EYES... 


IGLOO VASE 

FLOWERS SIT INSIDE 
POLISH GLASS VASE 
WHILE A TEALIGHT 
TWINKLES ON TOP. $20 


TWO-PIECE, HAND-FIRED 
‘AND PAINTED PLANTER 
WITHTHE MOST BASHFUL 


$145 


QUALITY WHITE PORCELAIN 
TABLEWARE WITH SLM 
BAND, EXCELLENT EVERYDAY, 
20-PC, FOUR PERSON SET. 
REG.$129.NOW ONLY $99 


FARMYARD CERAMIC 
BUTTER DISHES STARRING 
THE COW, THE CHICKEN 
ANDTHE DUCKLING. $8 


HANDPAINTED IN MEXICO, 

THIS COLOURFUL TALAVERA 
WALL FROG WILL BRIGHTEN 
ANYONE'S DAY, $40 


BAMBOOZLE * 

ECO-FRIENDLY BAMBOO 
CUTTING BOARDS. EASY 
ON KNIVES, EASY ON THE 


BRIGHT BUNDLES OF 
FLOWERS, ALWAYS READY 
TO GO WHEN YOU ARE. 
PERFECT PARTY 
BRINGALONG. $35 


TIEONA CHEERY 
PASHMINA SCARF, DOUBLES 
AS ATABLERUNNER, 

INCREDIBLE DEAL AT § 95 


IN LITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 STREET, EDMONTON, AB 
780-428-0754 wwwzocalo.ca_ OPEN: MON-WED 9-6, TH 9-8, FRISAT 9-6, SUN 11-5 
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PM40069240 





WINE GLASSES 

CZECH GLASS SETS OF FOUR 
WHITE WINE GLASSES, 

GREAT FORTHE RED-NOSED 
PARTIESINYOURHOOD. — * 
REG.S20.NOWONLY $40) 


GLOW ON 

RED GLASS TEA LIGHT 
HOLDERS ADD MOOD AND 
FLICKER THE LIGHT JUST 
RIGHT. THREE STYLES. $5 
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